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FAMILY OF THE YEAR -  Tom & Marie Sokol  

  

Our 2010 Family of The Year can only be described as totally committed to the Knights of 

Columbus, to their family, to their Catholic faith and to their community. 

 
Dad is a District Deputy, District Marshal, Second & Third Degree Team Captain, and Fourth 

Degree Knight. Mom is a Regent for the Court Madonna Of  The Valley No. 2566. Dadôs son 

John is a Knight of Columbus and a certified residential appraiser. Momôs son John is an Eagle 

Scout, graduate from the University of Arizona, and currently is in Law School at Gonzaga Uni-

versity. Dadôs daughter Shereen is a University of Alaska graduate and she holds a Masterôs De-

gree from Gonzaga University. She works in Alaska to help combat Drug & Alcohol abuse. Mom 

has been a little busy helping the community: She has been, or is affiliated with the  following: 

Aging & Long Term Care of Eastern Washington, Washington State Council on Aging, Advisory 

Board for Masters in Counseling Therapy at Gonzaga University, Alzheimerôs Association-Inland 

Empire, Spokane County Mental Health Board, Older Adults Advisory & Treatment Services, 

Leadership Spokane, Valley Rotary Board,  United Way Board, American Society on Aging, 

guest lectureréthereôs more but I think you get the point. Dad has been the vice-president of the 

Serra Club Chapter 995, served as the Kittitas County Port Commissioner and was President of 

the Isaac Walton League- an organization that addresses issues on soil erosion, planted trees and 

educating youth. Mom & Dad are Eucharistic ministers and Mom is a lector. Mom was a member 

of the Sisters of Providence for 5 years. She also was on the School Board for two years and is the 

Secretary for the Pastoral Council. In summary, Mom and Dad never sleep! The winner of the 

2010 Family of The Year is the Tom & Marie Sokol Family, St. John Vianney Spokane Council 

8201, Thomas Crossan, GK. 

 

 

KNIGHT OF THE YEAR - Dennis Cox  

 

  

Every Council has one. You know, that ñGO- TOò Knight that reminds you of a World War II 

Sergeant. Heôs always the first one there at a function and the last one to leave. Whether itôs fixing 

a breakfast for the homeless or fixing a marriage, no job is too big for this guy. Our Knight of the 

Year has a fondness for the Servicemen of our county.  He frequently takes young sailors and ma-

rines into his home during the holidays, where he mentors and assists them and provides the father 

figure that so many of our young servicemen need. As Pastoral Council President, our Knight of 

the Year has proven himself to be the cornerstone of his parish community, as well.  He is the 

chief cook and bottle washer for the Benedict House for Homeless Men, Chairman of the Council 

Scholarship Fund-Raising Committee, member of the Holiday Parish Dinner Committee, member 

of the Community Choir, founding member of the Chapelôs Marriage Preparation Team, the driv-

ing force behind his Councilôs Free Throw Tournament, Soccer Challenge and Night with the 

Blue jackets. This man humbly does it all! All too often, these quiet apostles, through their own 

humility, are seldom recognized for the Awards they so richly deserve. Well this year is differ-

ent. The winner of the 2010 Knight of The Year is Dennis Cox. Dennis is from Fr. John Francis 

Laboon Silverdale Council 13395, where Gerald Pedron is Grand Knight.  
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Message from State Deputy,  

John Wallace 

As we move through the last month of the fiscal 

year, membership is the last goal to gain in order 

to cross the finish line as winners. We are #11 of 

72 jurisdictions and #1 in our division. With help 

from each council, we can be #1 of all jurisdic-

tions. 

 

My hope is that Grand Knights will make a strong effort to re-

cruit,  and hold first degrees during June, to gain the new members 

required to accomplish this goal. Even those councils that have 

met their quota are needed to bring in more members. As you 

know, there are no slackers in Washington State, just winners. Be 

bold and ask Catholic men to join ï is how we gain new members. 

Remember, 3=1=SUCCESS. 

 

Two council newsletters say a lot about recruitment. Grand Knight 

Robert Ugarte, Council 8150, writes: 

 

ñBrothers: 

A vibrant and creative organization is possible only with the diver-

sity that results from a steady stream of new members and re-

freshed leadership. Moving into the last quarter of our fraternal 

year, we need to stay focused on recruiting new membership, re-

taining existing members, fully integrating recent new members 

and the promotion of new leaders. 

Remember that our most effective recruiting tool is - to ask some-

one to join; remember to ask often these next few weeks.ò 

 

Grand Knight Joe Roth, Council 763, council message: 

ñIf you have tired of my monthly comments in the Anchor that 

touch on membership recruiting, this story will tell you why I 

think it is so important. When I returned to Seattle recently from a 

family visit in Michigan, as I was being shuttled to the lot where I 

left my car, the first two riders departed for rental agencies. I was 

behind the driver and realized the speakers were broadcasting a 

Mass. I inquired if that was a CD. James, the driver, indicated that 

it was a live broadcast. Asked if he was Catholic, he replied, ñYes, 

BORN AND RAISED.ò But due to work scheduling, he could not 

attend except during the week. I asked if he knew about the 

Knights of Columbus. He said yes, but didnôt know how to contact 

them. ñWell,ò I said, ñIôm a Knight, do you have time to park and 

talk?ò We did and he completed a FORM 100 that is in the mail to 

a Federal Way Membership Committee. All I can say iséIT 

FELT GREAT! Now I ask you to go and do likewise.ò 

 

These two Grand Knights, like a lot of you, have the right idea on 

recruitment. My hope is we will make an effort to ñGET IT 

DONEò this last month of the fraternal year. I depend on each of 

you to do so. 

John Wallace 

State Deputy 

If you were born after January 1, 1980 and a Knight, this let-

ter is for you. 
 

 

Brothers All:  

 

I am writing to you with the support of our Worthy State Deputy, 

John Wallace. On behalf of our State Deputy, our State Officers 

and myself, I am asking for your assistance.  

 

I am writing to you, Knights who were born after January 1, 1980, 

and are the Millennial Generation. We are forming a panel at our 

State Leadership Meeting this summer to begin to examine how 

we can best recruit, minister to and retain fellow members of our 

Generation. 

 

In looking through our member ranks, we can clearly see a ten-

dency that most of our members have been members for many 

years and represent a disproportionate number of our members. 

State Deputy John is looking at this panel as an opportunity for 

those of us in this generation to voice our ideas.   

 

How can you help?  

 

As State Deputy John has identified, this as an area in our State 

where we can truly grow. He has graciously set aside time during 

lunch at the Summer Leadership Meeting for this panel. Therefore, 

I ask you, my fellow members of the Millennial Generation, to 

join me for this discussion. I know that this time will help to im-

prove our Parishes, our State and our Church. 

 

Please email me at StPetersGrandKnight@gmail.com to notify me 

that you will be able to attend. If for some reason you are not able 

to attend, please contact me and share any and all of your ideas.   

 

Brothers, I thank you for your assistance, and I look forward to 

seeing you at our Summer Leadership Meeting in Pasco on July 16

--18. 

 

Vivat Jesus! 

Chris McJimsey 

Grand Knight of St Peterôs Council #8398 

MILLENNIAL GENERATIO N 

 

Our congratulations to the following families in their selection by  

the Supreme Council as ñFamily of the Monthò for the month of 

April drawing. 

 

Jason & Dee Dee Leader of Council 1620 Pasco   

Brandon & Jennifer Hoheisel of Council 4782 Vancouver 

Joseph & Amanda Mogavero of Council 6706 Port Orchard 

Dean & Margie Bryans of Council 8872 Colbert 

 

FAMILY OF MONTH  

mailto:StPetersGrandKnight@gmail.com
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J 
une has been traditionally the 

month for weddings. So here goes 

on weddings and marriage. There 

is an old saying: ñA wedding lasts 

for a few hours. A marriage lasts for a 

lifetime.ò Unfortunately too many people 

put more time and energy into planning 

the wedding and the honeymoon and less 

time on planning the marriage. 

 

 We live in a world of proximate and ultimate goals. I ask 

young people when they come to prepare for marriage if they have 

a five year and a ten year plan. After discussing jobs, where theyôll 

live, how large of a family do they hope for and the education of 

the children, etc., etc., etc., I spring the big question. What is your 

hundred year plan; where do you plan to be in a hundred years?  

The most common answer is, ñWeôll be dead in a hundred years.ò I 

smile and say, ñYes, you will, but where do you plan to be a 100 

years from now?ò  

 

 We all have two choices, heaven or hell ï and the choice 

is up to us. If our five year plans are determined by our ten year 

plans ï most definitely both (and all other plans) should be deter-

mined by the ultimate plan. 

 

ñJust where do we want to be in 100 years?ò  

 

 How persons live out their 

marriage, how they treat each other, 

how they use Godôs possessions of 

time, talent and treasure, will deter-

mine the place where they will 

spend the hundredth anniversary of 

their wedding. 

 

 I offer newlyweds (and 

those who are not so ñnewly wedsò) a few guidelines. 

 

Respect and trust form a firm foundation. 

Godôs commandments will guide us to heaven. 

ñI am sorryò are the three most important words in a marriage. 

Forgiveness binds two people together. 

Defer to one another out of love. 

God is the super glue which makes a marriage strong. 

 

 If two people will turn to God together, defer to the 

spouse, ask for forgiveness when one is hurt, forgive readily before 

retiring and finally, let Godôs love become the basis for all interac-

tions, there is no need to worry about where they will spend their 

hundredth anniversary. 

 

Rev. Lee Hightower  

The Hundredth Wedding Anniversary 

STATE VICE-CHAPLAIN 

THE REVEREND  

LEE HIGHTOWER 

STATE CHAPLAIN 

MOST REVEREND 

Alexander Brunett. 

Holy Family Assembly 3144 Sir Knights raised $1,000.00 for 

Fisher House at Ft. Lewis, Wa. Members spent 8 weeks during 

October-November (2009) selling ties with an image of the flag or 

an eagle to parishioners and friends. A check was presented to Jodi 

Land, Fisher House Manager on May 17th by FN Gary Calkins 

and PFN John Maniccia. 

 

The Fisher House program offers shelter and support for our 

Armed Forces, retirees, veterans and their families during a medi-

cal crisis. 

ON MEMEBERSHIP  

140   TO   GO (and countingé) 

 

Thatôs right Gentlemen, only 140 members needed to reach the 

State Deputyôs goal of 1000 new members in this Fraternal Year, 

an accomplishment not seen since Everett ñRobò Roberts was State 

Deputy and we are closing in on it. Yes, weôve all heard it before, 

but with nearly 150 Councils we are within reach of this goal.  

 

Make one more final ñpushò. Whether you call it a Blitz or a 

Drive, just follow the State Deputyôs eternal mantraéòGet It 

Doneò. 

 

There are thousands of men in Washington parishes still waiting to 

be asked, or asked once again. Often, most of us needed to be 

asked more than once before we joined so it only follows that this 

would be true of many other men as well. 

 

Fear noté go forwardé ASK (Today). The time for waiting has 

long since passed and we are nearly at the finish line. If you are 

one of those folks that are willing to tell themselves, ñOK, Iôll 

tryòé 

 

I can only offer sage advice from an ancient master to his appren-

tice: 

ñNot tryé Do or Do Noté there is no tryò. 

Vivat Jesus, 

Pat Kelley 
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3 = 1 = SUCCESS 

 

What does 3 = 1 mean? 

No, itôs not an oil can. 

Ask 3 Catholic men to join the Knights. 

One may join; if not, try 3 more. 

 

BLITZ-BLITZ-BLITZ 

 Means: Council membership quota met 

 Means: District membership quota met 

 Means: State membership quota met 

 

The Round Table Form 2630 signed by the Pastor and Grand 

Knight is due June 30. Send a copy to Supreme and to State Dep-

uty. If you use the Website Form 2630 to E-mail, signature is 

not required. 

 

Columbian Award is due June 30, with all the blocks filled in, 

including Pro Life . Send a copy to Supreme and to State Deputy 

or State Advocate. This is a must for every council.  

 

Form 185, which is a list of Council Officers, is due June 30. FS is 

responsible. 

 

Why not think big? 

 

Letôs go for 1100 new members, 80 Round Tables and 4 new 

councils, every council and district to achieve their goals and re-

ceive the Star Award. Letôs make it happen. 

 

Every council, pray the Rosary before each council meeting. 

One decade for our country. 

One decade for the Knights of Washington state. 

 

A leader does not surrender to problems. 

A leader faces them and resolves them. 

 

At the end of May we are in the top 11 of 72 Jurisdictions for 

membership. LETôS GO FOR NUMBER ONE. 

 

Donôt forget to pray. Pray each day, all day. 

 

For a Council or District to be successful, you have to make the 

decision to want to be successful. 

 

In order for the State Council to be successful, YOU must be suc-

cessful. 

 

Do you know what the Power of 10 can do for your council? You 

will be surprised. 

 

All 1st degrees in June, fax 100ôs to Supreme. Keep a record.  

 

Fax number for Form 100ôs is 203-752-4113 for membership re-

cords. 

 

Congratulations to all councils. Every Form 185, 365, Audit and 

Survey for 2009-2010 have been turned in to Supreme.  Thank 

You. 

 

Does your council want to buy or join in buying an Ultra Sound 

Machine? You pay half; Supreme will pay half. Send checks to 

State Secretary Don McBride. 

 

Remember:  3=1=SUCCESS 

 

If not, try three more. 

 

ñBE BOLD AND ASKò 

 

St. Joseph: Pray for us 

    

John M. Wallace 

State Deputy 

STATE DEPUTYôS 

SHORT NOTES 

 

Harry J.Tucker, Jr., FSW,PSD,FVSM Fraternalism Award - St. Theresa Federal Way Council 7908 
 

  

We often think of retirement as a time filled with traveling, fun and making cherished memories. This was not the case for one of our 

brother Knights. With health failing from Parkinsonôs disease, ever-mounting debts, and threats of home foreclosure, our brotherôs life 

was grinding to a bitter halt. But thanks to hundreds of hours of assistance, both physical and legal, from his Council Brothers, this 

ñKnight in needò had a whole new picture painted for him. Thanks to the dedication of his Council, Brother Ken is resting at the retire-

ment home of his choice- Restil Military Retirement Home. With his debts handled, Ken can now enjoy his new surroundings with fre-

quent visits from his brother Knights. They also include Ken in many of their Council functions. The winner of the 2010 Harry Tucker 

Fraternalism Award: St. Theresa Council 7908,  Thomas Smith Grand Knight, for FRATERNALISM PERSONIFIED! 



June 2010 Knights of Columbus Washington State Council Bulletin Page 5 

 

Message from Vocations, RSVP, PFH 

TIME TO ORDER KCIC CARDS  
 

It is time to start thinking about Christmas Cards for 2010. 

At the State Convention in May in Yakima, a sample 

board,displaying all the 2010 cards was available for viewing, 

and order forms were available. You can still submit an order  

for the cards and will be available for pick up in Pasco at the 

Summer Conference in July. Your freight charge if picked up 

at Pasco is $10.00 instead of the $19.00 charge when shipped to 

your home location.  
 

 Just fill out the order blank and send it to the KCIC 

Chairman, Jerry Kadinger, 1714 S Gum St., Kennewick, WA 

99337-5453.  
 

  In order to make the process easier, you can bring a check 

with you or send it later. Letôs make this yearôs program a 

success by ordering early so that you can get your cards on 

time for Christmas sales.  

First Degree Team Ceremonial Competition 

2010 

Wayne C. Hogan, PSD, VSM, SCCC  

State Ceremonial Chairman 

 

The State's First Degree Team Ceremonial 

Competition is designed to accomplish to se-

lect and recognize the 'Best of the Best' First Degree Team in 

Washington.  

 

The four teams that participated in the 2010 competition were: 

representing Eastern Washington, St. Charles Council 8137, Spo-

kane,  nominated by District 20, DD Ron Girkins; representing 

Central Washington, Kennewick Council 8179, Kennewick, nomi-

nated by District 7, DD Steve Snell; representing Northwest Wash-

ington, Seattle Council 676, Seattle, nominated by District 1, DD 

Romy Ablao; and representing Central-Southwest Washington, St. 

Theresa Council 7908, Federal Way, nominated by District 12, DD 

Greg Vicars. These four teams conducted outstanding First De-

grees. The Grand Knights of these First Degree Teams were pre-

sented the Regional Competition certificate at the State Conven-

tion's Awards Luncheon.   

 

The team graded as the óBest of the Bestô First Degree Team in 

Washington for 2010 was Kennewick Council 8179. The Grand 

Knight of Council 8179 is John Hickman. The ceremonial First 

Degree Team members were: Team Captain, William Forsythe; 

Grand Knight, William Forsythe; Deputy Grand Knight, Merle 

Pedersen; Chancellor, George Nuxoll; Financial Secretary, Jeff 

Hylden; and Warden, John Hickman. 

 

State Deputy John Wallace presented the council with two awards. 

The first award was the traveling award which has all the previous 

first placed teams listed. Kennewick Council will retain the award 

until this time next year. The second award was a permanent First 

Degree Team óBest of the Bestô in 2010 Award for the council to 

retain. The team members and their positions are engraved. Also, 

each team member was presented with an individual certificate. 

 

Congratulations to the Kennewick Council 8179's First Degree 

Team.  Our thanks to all the first degree teams that participated. 

All first degree teams are encouraged to participate in the First 

Degree Team Competition. 

 I hope all my Brother Knights had 

as wonderful a time at the State Convention 

as Laura, Jack and I did. It is always excit-

ing to experience the fellowship whenever a 

group of Knights get together but especially 

at the State Convention. I hope you returned 

from the convention with a renewed sense 

of purpose as we make the final push to 

achieve our goals for 2009-10 fraternal year.  The Pennies For 

Heaven campaign is in full swing. As of the convention, we were 

at 80% of our goal. As our State Deputy so often says, ñLetôs 

getôer done.ò Send your checks to the State Secretary.  Completed 

RSVP refund application forms are due June 30, the end of the 

fraternal year. Every year many councils scramble to fill out and 

send in the forms. The RSVP refund forms should be submitted 

with copies of the cancelled checks or other documentary evi-

dence. This means you cannot wait until June 15th to send the 

checks to the seminarians you are supporting and expect to get the 

cancelled checks back in time to meet the deadline. 
 

 In addition to financial support, let us not forget our com-

mitment to the spiritual support of our seminarians. They need our 

cards, letters, and prayers. Invite the seminarians your council sup-

ports to council meetings and other council events.  
 

 The Year of the Priests concludes on June 19, but, let us 

continue to support our parish priests. These men who give their 

lives in service need our prayers, kind words, and respect.  
 

 Finally, let me mention that there is an error in the State 

Directory. My address is : 

2547 NE Mulberry Street (not 1547) 

Issaquah, WA 98029 
 

Vivat Jesu! 
 

John Ehardt 
Chairman for Vocations/PFH/RSVP 

e-mail: vocations@kofc-wa.org  


