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Pat Kelley,
State Deputy
Washington State Council
StateDeputy@kofc-wa.org

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
“Unapologetically Catholic”
Message from the State Deputy
Worthy District Deputies and Brother Knights, Gentlemen:
As the Holy Spirit dwells within each of us we are to be the example of what Jesus should like to all those that know us, especially as
Knights. Be that example. Set the standard and do what is right…just because it is the right thing to do. In light of the current health
issues I offer the following:
As a result of the Coronavirus (COVID19) situation and its impact globally, you recently received a memo from our Supreme Knight
strongly recommending cancelation of all personal contact meetings, events and travel for Knights of Columbus business until further
notice.
The Washington State Council will fully comply with the Supreme Council’s directive to protect our members and their families. At the
same time, we should step into the breach of the moment where possible and live out the commitment to our Order’s principles of
charity, unity and fraternity. We were created for this moment, and we must act for this moment. We are the strong right arm of the
Church.
In his letter on March 11, 2020, the Supreme Knight listed several suggestions on ways to continue council operations amid the
COVID19 outbreak. I strongly urge you to adopt these suggestions and I encourage you to consider additional ways to help your pastors
and parishes during these challenging times.
Due to the Governor’s directive prohibiting large gatherings and directing social distancing in King, Snohomish and Pierce counties,
several closures have occurred, to include schools. The Archdiocese of Seattle has temporarily suspended all public Masses until further
notice. Many parish programs have also been suspended. In an effort to keep churches open for individual prayer and adoration as well
as continue to serve the needs of the faithful under these restrictive measures many of our priests are under immense pressure and stress
as they continue their ministries.
In response to these conditions, I request all District Deputies and Grand Knights to prayerfully consider implementing any of the
following:

•
•
•

•
•
•

Grand Knights contact your pastor and ask if individual knights can support him: perhaps help him unlock/lock the church on
weekends or assist in the Exposition during Adoration times.
District Deputies contact parishes without a council within your district and ask the pastor if individual knights from councils in the
area could assist him.
Contact pastors and offer to deliver groceries or medications to elderly parishioners who might be self-quarantined. Establish a
drop off point outside the house.
Help any priest who may be self-quarantined.
Help any brother knight who may be self-quarantined.
Tech savvy knights could help pastors set up live streaming or recording of private Masses to be broadcast on the parish website.

There are many ways we can assist our parishes, our priests, our bishops and our brother knights during these extraordinary times. Let
us live up to the demands of these times by giving back to God in abundance for all the blessings he continues to bestow on us even
when the going gets tough. Stay safe and be conscious of your health as we strive to help build up God’s Kingdom.
Fraternally,
Pat Kelley,
State Deputy

Pat Kelley,
State Deputy
Washington State Council
StateDeputy@KofC-wa.org
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State Chaplain’s Message

[There will be no message from the State Chaplain this issue.]

Fr. Kenneth St. Hilaire
State Chaplain
K of C WA
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State Secretary’s Message
State Secretary Report April 2020
Brothers,
What a Lenten season this has been. In a time of alms giving, our faith has been challenged. My
thought about the closing of our churches is how much I miss it when it’s gone. I think what I
will take from the COVID 19 scare is how thankful I am to live in a country where I can
celebrate my faith without fear, whether in a sanctuary or in my home.
Not being able to attend mass reminds me of other places in the world, and in the beginning of
Christianity, where they were not able to worship publicly. We read about it, and our KofC has
aided and assisted countries where this takes place, but it never hit home until now.
I have a lot of beliefs and concerns that I will not share with you, since they are my opinion(s).
There are enough of those in the world right now, so I will leave that up to those that care to
share.
Moving on, as of this writing (March 15th), 83.66% of the councils have paid their Per Capita.
Second billings went out three days ago and I’m already hearing of those that just forgot and the
checks in the mail.

Pennies for Heaven collections are doing quite well given the time of year. We are at 61% of
councils that have donated. With the market difficulties, we will need every precious penny to
fund our seminarians.
Last year, we were able to donate $112,000 to seminarians and religious of which $51,000+ came
from council donations. The rest was from investment earnings. This year we are sitting at
$31,524, but there is still time until we close the year out 7/31/20 and elect grants. Obviously, our
earnings from investments will be down significantly, so we need your help.
I still miss John Walker, God rest his soul and strength to Tess and the family.
Kim Washburn
State Secretary

Kim Washburn
State Secretary
Washington State Council
StateSecretary@KofC-wa.org
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Praying for Solace and New Hope this Easter Season—Remember, He is Risen!
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State Treasurer Message

Brother Knights,
I trust you are watching the Knights of Columbus video series inspired by Bishop Olmsted’s Exhortation, Into the
Breach. All 12 episodes premiered on Ash Wednesday at kofc.org/intothebreach. The videos are amazing and
being circulated widely. The Seattle Catholic Men’s Conference was going to open this year by showing the
Knights of Columbus trailer video. The conference has been postponed due to the Coronavirus (COVID19)
outbreak.

Please continue to pray to Our Lady for her intercession to help us develop a vaccine to thwart COVID19. May
Our Lady protect us and help us get through these challenging times. May God grant us courage and strength to
live the principles of Charity, Unity and Fraternity even in the face of this pandemic and to be disciples of Christ
to those who may need help: assisting a pastor at Adoration times, calling and talking with an elderly brother
knight who may not want to leave his home or delivering groceries to an elderly parishioner at home.
Continue to practice prudent measures to help prevent the spread of COVID19 for the common good. At the
same time, do not go into seclusion or isolation – that too is unhealthy. The community needs people who are not
afraid to face challenges and who are able and willing to step into the breach and defeat the forces of fear and
anxiety. We were created for this time and we must act for this time.
I announced last month that the Exemplification Fund is being discontinued due to overwhelming acceptance of
the new Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. All councils having membership gains recorded in
February and all councils with existing Exemplification Fund debt as of the end of February 2020, are requested
to remit final payment to the State Secretary to close out accounts. 46 councils have outstanding balances, and
I ask that you remit your final payments soonest. I will communicate with those councils directly.
Vivat Jesus!
Fraternally,
Greg
Gregory S. Mahoney
State Treasurer
Washington State Council
Knights of Columbus
StateTreasurer@kofc-wa.org

Gregory S. Mahoney
State Treasurer
Washington State Council
StateTreasurer@KofC-wa.org
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State Advocate’s Message
My brothers,
What a strange time we find ourselves in these days. What a test of faith and character we face during this
pandemic, but brothers, what an opportunity! The Knights of Columbus were made for times such as this, and it
is not the first crisis the Order has faced. Our fathers and grandfathers were tested, and it is our turn now. They
passed the test, and I am confident that we will, too!
First and foremost, you must take care of yourself and your families. The CDC, Supreme and many other sources
have great information on how stay safe and self isolate. Below are some good links for you to review:

CDC Guidelines
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
Supreme Guidelines
http://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/announcement/coronavirus.html
Washington State Department of Health Guidelines
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Emergencies/Coronavirus
Secondly, this is the time when the world needs the Knights of Columbus most of all - who leads the way in
caring for those in need of help? It is vital that we seek to meet the physical and spiritual needs of the world in
these troubled times!
We need to be smart about how we do this, in a world of social distancing and bans on in-person meetings,
though. Please see my membership story for some ideas about how to use technology to stay in communication
with your Council, your family and your community. We live in a time of technological advancement and now is
the time to start adopting some new ways to stay in touch.
But most of all, my brothers, take advantage of this time to pray, for quiet contemplation, to study our faith. Time
can be a priceless gift, and for many of us not only do we have more time but our families are together more. Use
this time to say a daily rosary, attend Mass online or pray together as a family.
We will get through this crisis, brothers, as our fathers and grandfathers weathered their storms. Be the men I
know you are, be the man who leads his family and gives hope to his community.
Vivat Jesus!

Fraternally,
Tom

Thomas C. Williams
State Advocate
Washington State Council
StateAdvocate@kofc-wa.org
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State Warden’s Message

WARDEN’S MESSAGE FOR APRIL
The Washington State Council is faced with a number of uncertainties as we enter the fourth
quarter of our 2019-2020 fraternal year. Many of us are now viewing Mass online. We may not
have the benefit of the Eucharist; however, God does hear our prayers. Please join me in
Praying a Novena for protection of all during the COVID19 pandemic and particularly for
those infected by the COVID19 virus as requested by Pope Francis and our Supreme Chaplain.
We will decide and inform all Councils during the first week of April whether the Washington
State Council will participate in the 2020 Pilgrimage of the Silver Rose. The decision to
continue with the Pilgrimage of the Silver Rose depends on the trajectory of infections by the
COVID19 virus within Washington State. However, the decision may be made for us by local,
Washington State or federal health officials. In any case, we will honor our Archbishop
Etienne’s decision to curtail most Church activities if that decision is does not change by the
end of March.
Please continue to submit applications for the Faith in Action Program Service Awards, the
Family of the Year Award, the Knight of the Year Award, the George C. Turk Gift of Life
Blood Donor award, the Wade Walden Platelet Award, the Harry J. Tucker Fraternalism Award
and the Pro-Life/Hebert M. Liebert Pro-Life Service Program Award. Please also continue to
process the Pro-life essay contest and the Pro-life Poster Contest submittals.
I would like to personally thank all Knights for their service and their patience during this time
of uncertainty as the COVID19 pandemic spreads across our state. Let’s work together to make
a difference during this time of uncertainty. Our Lady of Guadalupe – Pray for us!
Vivat Jesus
Scott E Hulse
State Warden

Dr. Scott Hulse
State Warden
Washington State Council
StateWarden@kofc-wa.org
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Immediate Past State Deputy’s Message

Changing Priorities and Prayer!
Hi Brothers,
Along with the Coronavirus Pandemic came a global re-evaluation of people's priorities. For most of us, it has
been a great reminder of how important our health is.

We have all been reminded how to wash our hands and how to keep ourselves, as best as possible, from becoming
the next person with this sickness.
Another thing that many have discovered is how fragile travel plans can be. How many of you know somebody
close to you who have planned a big trip and are now dealing with refunds, and rescheduling and disappointment?
On the brighter side, if it's not too soon to mention, is that our present situation of "Cancelled Everything" has
given all of us a chance to look at what is really important to us. This is what is supposed to happen every Lent,
but maybe this year we've gotten some Divine help.
I have to say that I was like a school kid with a snow-day, when the bishops granted dispensation from going to
Mass. It wasn't long after that news though, that I was checking about Mass on television. I re-discovered that
Mass is still a priority, and my wife and I attended our first televised Mass yesterday.
Another thing I re-discovered, and really the whole point of this article, is how important prayer is. I have rediscovered just how blest we are to live in this country and how much we have to be thankful for. I find that my
personal relationship with Jesus is getting stronger through this crisis. Now, more than ever, we need Jesus to
Shepherd us through these frightening and uncertain times. He will lead us if we just ask for His help. PRAY!
God Bless and have a Great Month!
Bob Baemmert-IPSD

Bob Baemmert
Immediate Past State Deputy
Washington State Council

April, 2020

Knights of Columbus Washington State Council Bulletin

Page 9

State Membership Director’s Desk
My brothers,
I am taking a little different tack in this article, as we try to adjust to life under the new reality of the Conoravirus
pandemic. Our normal ways of meeting and taking care of business do not comply with our guidelines from
Washington State Department of Health and Supreme (please see the links in the State Advocate article for more
details).
As I write this article, we have had to cancel many gatherings at the state level, and I know Councils have
canceled meetings and events. How can we take care of business and each other during this time? I want to share
with you some ideas and tools that you may use to help you stay in touch with your Council members, conduct
business and may also be leveraged in our personal lives. New times require new tools and ways of doing
business, and I hope these may guide or even inspire you!
Supreme has created guidelines and technology recommendations for online meetings, presented below.
I will break the technologies into three sections:
1. Meeting tools - video and phone
2. Voting tools
3. Communication tools
Meeting Tools
The guidelines prohibit in-person meetings, so we must leverage technology to meet. There are multiple different
applications you can use for free or low cost video meetings:
Skype - https://skype.com
Part of the Microsoft Office suite, it can be used for video meetings of up to 25 people. This is a free option and
is relatively easy to use
GoToMeeting - https://gotomeeting.com
This is a cost option - $12-$20/month depending on the option selected. You can have a maximum of 26 people
in a video chat but host a webinar of 1,000 people. This is a moderate difficulty option.
Cisco WebEx - https://www.webex.com - 100 participants - no time limit - call in for audio. This is a free option
with paid upgrades for more participants and services.
Zoom - https://zoom.us - 100 participants, 60 minutes maximum for the free version - can upgrade to paid
versions of the tool. This is a relatively easy option to use.
Google Hangouts - https:/hangouts.google.com - 24 maximum participants for video - 150 for chat - free with
google account.
FreeConferenceCall.com - https://Freeconferencecall.com - free service - up to 1,000 call participants and is a
relatively easy option
FreeConference.com - https://Freeconference.com - a free service with up to 1,000 call participants.
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State Membership Director’s Desk
Voting Tools
One of the most important functions of a Council meeting is taking a vote to conduct business. When meeting in
a remote session, you will need to have a tool that can take a poll or a vote quickly and efficiently. Below are
some tools for your consideration:
Survey Monkey - https://surveymonkey.com - free and paid versions, depending upon the number of survey
participants and questions.
Doodle Poll - https://doodle.com/en/ - a free service that allows you to create ballots, vote on motions, etc. This
is a relatively easy option to learn and implement.
Google Forms - https://forms.google.com - a free service for taking polls and votes. It is supposed to be a
relatively easy option to learn and implement.
Communication tools will allow you to keep in touch with your Council members and share information with
them. Consider getting the member preferences for receiving information (call, email, text, other) and then
building a communication plan with some of the tools below.
Communication Tools
Constant Contact - https://constantcontact.com - email system that can also take polls and do marketing. This is
a paid service.
Flocknote - https://flocknote.com - this tool can send email, text and make phone calls. Many parishes already
have this installed, perhaps your Council can leverage the parish system?
Dial My Calls - https://www.dialmycalls.com - free and paid service that allows you to sent automated texts or
record a message and have it make calls for you.
Finally, don’t overlook our existing tools: manual phone trees, Member Management and Member Billing as
they each have benefits and are free and available right now.
Each Council has men who have experience with tools in this space - - if you are the Grand Knight and are not
familiar with these technologies, please reach out to your members for help. We can do this and we will come out
the other side stronger and with more options to include more members in Council business!
Vivat Jesus!
Fraternally,
Tom

Thomas C. Williams
State Membership Director
Washington State Council
Membership@kofc-wa.org
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State Program Director’s Desk

State Program Director’s April Report
Brothers, we are experiencing a wakeup call unlike any that has occurred since the Cuban Missile Crisis. Some of
you weren’t born when during October, 1962, the Soviet Union attempted to place missiles with nuclear warheads
in Cuba. The United States established a blockade to prevent Soviet naval vessels transporting the warheads from
reaching and unloading their cargo in Cuba. The response of our United States citizens then was much like the
uncertainty, fear and self-interest that some of our citizens are experiencing today.
Fortunately, that event only lasted a few weeks although the impact has lasted for generations. The difference
between today and 1962 is that our citizens were recovering from the effects of World War II and the Korean
police action while today we are contemplating a public health emergency. The United States has not experienced
a national emergency similar to the COVID19 virus pandemic the world is experiencing today since the Spanish
flu pandemic that continued from 1918 until 1920. Our health professionals learned from Spanish flu pandemic
and are responding accordingly unlike some politicians.
As Knights, we are in a unique position to serve our communities, our States and our Nation by providing
leadership through disciplined example and by assisting those who have urgent needs. The duration of the current
pandemic is unknown; however, we can start now by assisting the elderly, who may need to sequester themselves
to avoid infection by helping them meet their daily needs and carefully controlled outside contact, providing
comfort and help for families whose loved ones may be infected by the COVID19 virus, helping families within
which both parents work and therefore need child care due to school closures, and in so many other ways through
our Helping Hands programs. We just need to look for opportunities when and where we can serve.
We should use our experiences during the COVID19 virus pandemic to work with community first responders and
emergency response personnel to identify and support their activities by preparing for future incidents.
Emergencies occur with little or no warning but community needs are quite often the same regardless. Experience
within our communities as we combat the COVID19 virus pandemic provides us with information about how well
our communities are prepared to make sure people have essentials and critical services when cut off from normal
supply sources.
Become involved with and support emergency preparedness activities within our communities whether it involves
feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, comforting the sick or just visiting those who are isolated from others
where ever they may be. We all should respond now to the existing emergency. However, we must use this
experience to prepare for future emergencies, which may not have the global impact of the COVID19 virus
pandemic, but may have a similar impact on our local communities.
In preparation for the current response, please join with your family and Pray a Novena for protection during the
present pandemic as well as for those who are suffering from infection by the COVID19 virus as requested by
Pope Francis and our Supreme Chaplain.
With Prayerful Hope and Will,
Scott Hulse,
State Program Director
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State District Deputy Director’s Message
Worthy District Deputies,
Many changes have occurred since last month’s bulletin. It appears we are in the middle of some SciFi movie (at least in Western WA)
with businesses nearly empty, Masses temporarily suspended, schools closed and NO traffic!!!!!
Amidst all the prudent changes to protect the common good, I would submit that many positive changes could come about from these
challenging times – better ways to communicate, more efficient ways to work and perhaps new ways to educate. It is often through
adversity that great progress is made. Please offer a similar message to your councils as they figure out the best ways to host virtual
meetings, continue bringing in new members online using JoinUs, helping pastors adjust the daily rhythm of the parish and attending to
the needs of parishioners and brother knights. Do not be afraid, because Jesus Christ is with us. We must not rely on our o wn will
power and resolve, but instead, we must turn to Christ for help and strength to overcome the challenges of our time.
Contact your Grand Knights and make sure they received the Supreme Knight’s letter (March 11, 2020) providing guidance for Knights
of Columbus activities during this Coronavirus (COVID19) outbreak. Let us know if councils are having trouble setting up virtual
meetings or conference calls.
In recognition…
Congratulations to the top five Districts in Membership Growth as of March 1, 2020:
1. DD34 Russell Cantonwine – 133.3% of goal
2. DD2 Anthony Farrell – 84.6% of goal
3. DD5 Tom Holm – 69.2% of goal
4. DD23 Tim Dunn – 59.2% of goal
5. DD22 Abundeo Reponte – 57.6% of goal
A few things to be on top of in the next few months:
• Ensure councils adopt the Supreme Council recommendations for continuing council operations without face to face contact.
• If not done, complete your DD Semi-Annual report (Form 994A) and submit. Those reports were due to Fraternal Mission by
12/31/2019.
• Use the State of the District report to help track requirements.
• January Assessments are due to Supreme before April 10.
• Council Semi-Annual Audit was due to Supreme on 2/15. Ensure councils complete it.
• Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity was due end of January. Ensure councils complete it.
• Encourage councils to use the universal On-Line Prospect Card for those interested in joining and to sign up new members online
using JoinUs. Do not let candidates wait to join until after the current situation passes – sign them up online now and then take
them through the exemplification after the COVID19 situation passes.
• It is not too early for councils to begin work on the Columbian Award, SP-7.
• The State Convention is still in the planning process. We do not know how long gathering restrictions will be in place. It is better
to keep planning and to be prepared in the event the restrictions are lifted in time. Plan who will be attending the State Convention in
May (all councils should be represented). Contingencies are being researched and will be communicated if the convention cannot
proceed as normal.
• Councils should be planning nominations for next year’s council officers.
Submit council and district annual reports to the State Secretary by April 10.
Remember to submit your State of the District Report to DDD@kofc-wa.org. Your fourth quarter report is due in April.
And remember…
“There is no evil to be faced that Christ does not face with us. There is no enemy that Christ has not already conquered. There is
no cross to bear that Christ has not already born for us, and does not now bear with us.”
“Do not be afraid…”
- Pope St. John Paul II
Gregory S. Mahoney
Fraternally,
State District Deputy Director
Washington State Council
Greg
Knights of Columbus
DDD@kofc-wa.org
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State Faith Director’s Report
Aith In Action Our New Watch Word
A{ril 2020 Faith Programs (links) continued

Building the Domestic Church Kiosk
Holy Hour
Into the Breach
Marian Prayer
Refund Support Vocations (RSVP)
Rosary
Sacramental Gifts
Spiritual Reflection

The trials and tribulations of the coronavirus pandemic has and will continue to bring
into question why now: why me...why us? An historical event for sure, yet another
event in our Catholic life experience. Our collective endeavor will get us through this human event and we will
better off for the experience.
Again, as in times past, our Catholic faith will prevail. Amidst all the turmoil of accommodating the
modifications to our spiritual practices, having faith is central to overcoming this life changing episode. I believe
that in the absence of weekly parish practices, a quiet reflection on what it means to be Catholic will commence. I
believe the Spirit is with us. The act of missing our brothers, parish community, and our priests will solidify a
need to come together again.
Fr. Benedict Groeschel, CFR once wrote “As I look at this mysterious sign, the white host, my eyes tell me nothing
of who is there, but faith affirms in my heart that You, my Lord and God, are there. Thank you for this precious
gift of faith.” So my brothers, have faith in what we do and continue to practice Faith-In-Action daily. We’ll get
through this pandemic through prayer and working together.
I have discussed Faith-In-Action Program Award applications frequently since mid-fraternal year. All of you do
wonderful programs throughout the year. It’s indeed proper for your district and councils to illuminate those
activities. I have received good input during the month of March and look forward to more entries in April. The
submission deadline has been extended to the 20th of this month. Just a reminder, I am the Faith Director for the
State and will evaluate “only” entries for the Faith Program area. Please direct Community, Life, and Family
entries to the appropriate State Program Director. Thank you!
Brothers, Supreme Chaplin’s input is always a month behind and not synchronized with our bulletin…however,
very relevant to each day.
SUPREME CHAPLAIN'S MONTHLY CHALLENGE MARCH 2020
When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who had come with her weeping, he became perturbed and
deeply troubled, and said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Sir, come and see.” And Jesus
wept. So the Jews said, “See how he loved him.” (Gospel for March 29, JN 11:33-36)
One of the shortest verses in the Bible — “And Jesus wept.” — is among the most powerful. The Son of God who
became man mourns the loss of his friend. And he weeps, just as you or I would. “Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted,” Jesus said. Here he models his own teaching. In our busy day-to-day lives, we may
be in danger of skipping this beatitude. And though many of the psalms are laments, we can be good at skimming
them. Instead, may we follow Jesus by praying these psalms and mourning the losses we and others have
suffered.
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State Faith Director’s Report (Cont.)
Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori:
This month, I challenge you to request a Mass for the repose of the soul of a recently deceased person. Second, I
challenge you to support those who mourn by participating in the Faith in Action Christian Refugee Relief
program or individually through prayer or other aid for those who have suffered persecution for their faith.
Questions for Reflection:
How can we properly mourn the losses we and others have suffered in life? How does having Masses said for
the deceased aid not only them, but also those still alive? With so much suffering in the world, how can we best
show compassion for others?
Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

As always, …Devotion to Our Lady, via the rosary, is the principal by which we contemplate and serve, her
Son, as Knights of Columbus. While praying the rosary, our faith can be strengthened through Her intersession.
There is nothing that cannot be achieved with the strength of the rosary.
4thof the Fifteen Promises of Mary to Christians Who Recite the Rosary “It will cause virtue and good works to
flourish; It will obtain for souls the abundant mercy of God; it will withdraw the hearts of men from the love of
the world and its vanities, and will lift them to the desire of eternal things. Oh, that souls would sanctify
themselves by this means.
Fraternally and Vivat Jesus
Tom Pursley, State Faith Director
360-888-6833

Due to the cancellation of the Free Throw Competition as a consequence of Coronavirus restrictions, there will be
no youth director’s report this month.
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State Culture of Life Director’s Report
State Bulletin COL Article for April, 2020
Happy Easter All!!! With all of the restrictions due to the corona virus, particularly the temporary closing of all
churches, it is more important than ever to spend family time in prayer during the Lenten season. Saying a family
rosary for Life each evening or watching EWTN as a family would be a great alternative.
Speaking of family, our State Legislature has recently passed and sent SHB 2554 and ESSB 5395 to the Governor
for his signature. These bills, if signed by Governor Inslee will have a major impact on our families.
SHB 2554 b is “AN ACT relating to mitigating inequity in the health insurance market caused by health plans
that exclude certain mandated benefits”. An example would be a health plan that excludes abortifacients or
abortion coverage that is required or mandated by this title or rules adopted by the commissioner. If enacted any
health plan that excludes an essential health benefit will be fined an amount that is the actuarial equivalent of
costs attributed to the provision and administration of the excluded benefit. This act targets the religious care
community and other employers that don’t cover an essential health benefit as determined by the commissioner.
This is just another way to squeeze those that profess to be “Pro-Life”
Senate Bill 5395 is “AN ACT relating to comprehensive health education that is consistent with the Washington
state health and physical education K-12 learning standards and that requires affirmative consent curriculum”. If
enacted it shall provide comprehensive sexual health education to each student by the 2022-23 school year. The
curriculum, instruction and materials used to provide the comprehensive sexual health education must be
medically and scientifically accurate, age-appropriate …. Item 1b in Sec. 1 of this bill will allow schools to
choose to use separate outside speakers or prepared curriculum to teach different content areas or units within
comprehensive sexual health education program. This opens the door for Planned Parenthood to teach sex ed
classes and I have a real problem with that. I would not have a problem with a licensed doctor, not affiliated with
an abortion provider, to speak to a class. I wouldn’t support any outside speakers teaching a unit of sex-ed to my
children.
I understand that many of our youth are sexually active and I know that sex crimes are rampant. I believe that sex
ed needs to be addressed in schools. I am however disturbed by the depth of subject matter that is included in this
legislation and concerned with beginning sex education in kindergarten, or 3 rd grade, for that matter. I don’t trust
the school board, or the Superintendent of Schools to determine the curriculum, age appropriateness for my
children. Frankly if this legislation becomes law I fear sexual activity in schools as well as sex crimes will be far
worse than we see today.
I pray for an end to the corona virus and all of the restrictions as well as the health of all people. Hopefully my
article next month will be on a more positive note.

God Bless,
Ron DeGroot, Life Chairman

(See Umbert cartoon, bottom of previous page.)
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State Community Director’s Report

Message from State Community Director, Dang Nguyen
My Brother Knights,
By now, our state has been several weeks into the response to the coronavirus, COVID-19 pandemic. I will not
repeat what you should do should you show symptoms. It’s quite obvious. However, I feel that I should address
some of the general population’s reaction to a stay-at-home order from our Governor.
As a free society, being told not to do something usually ends up with the exact opposite, as we feel it is our right
to decide what to do, not the government’s job. While I understand this sentiment, I want to express that it is a
selfish act to potentially expose your fellow neighbors to such a rapidly growing pandemic. Why do I say this? It
is quite simple, this is a highly contagious disease that even the most healthy among us can be a carrier and can
unwittingly expose others to it. It’s that simple. If you really do care for your neighbors, I feel that it is a
responsibility to take care of them. During this time, it means not exposing them to the virus even if I feel fine
myself. You may not agree with me, and that is your right.
Many have compared this to the common cold or flu that hits us every year, stating things like, “It’s death rate is
only 3%.” While quite true, it is 100% for the person that has a compromised immune system that contracts it
from their healthy friend or family. Only in very rare cases have the compromised/ill, young and old, come out of
it able to see the next day. If I were to give you a bag of 100 pieces of tootsie rolls and told you that only 3 of
them were infected, would you take your chances?
On the bright side, I have spent these last few days working at my home office with my college-age and high
school-age children and my wife. My kids’ schools have all turned to online classrooms, each with their laptops
and video conferencing technologies. I may be driving them crazy.
However, I am also getting to know my priests a lot better, many of whom have turned to the Internet, with their
livestreams and video recordings on Youtube and Facebook. Many of these priests have had to learn how to
record a video and livestream it on the Internet in a matter of days – this isn’t what their day to day usually
involves. At the end of this, I feel that we’ll have a new generation of tech-savvy priests, and hopefully, some of
them might continue the trend and keep posting those videos! I feel blessed being able to listen to their daily
thoughts through the livestreams of Mass even if it means I don’t get to receive the Holy Eucharist, and
sometimes, it’s just their personal reflections on what’s happening. I encourage you to seek these positives out of
the situation.
Thank you again for allowing me to share with you a few of my thoughts during this time, and I hope to see you
all at the convention in May, God willing.
Vivat Jesus!
Dang Nguyen
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Members and Family in need of Prayer April, 2020

Members and Family in need of Prayer April, 2020

Council …………………………………….…………….……Seattle 676
Archbishop J. Peter Sartain, Diocese of Seattle. Sister Sharon Park, Exec Dir WA

Council ..........................................................................….Lynnwood 5816

State Catholic Conference. Myra Mickles, sister of Abbot Neal; Matt Ulrich; Dan
Donohue; Roman Miller; Archbishop Sartain; Father Robert Egan; Amadeus
Amador; Don Luby; Paul Heneghan; Mac Henderson; Edgar Pitre; Tom Hoagland;
Walter Brazelton; John Costello; Joe Robinson PGK PFN PDD; Bridget Dobson;
Ann Heneghan, daughter of Paul; Archbishop Emeritus Brunett; Albert Freedman;
Bernard Blazuk.

Council …….. ………………………...……………………..Spokane 683
Douglas Jones, Dennis Bauch, Henry Crapo, Xavier Kasbar, Cherie Beznaiguia,
Joann Hamad, Lloyd Firkus, Carol Oliveri, Corky Dashbach, David Lohran, Blake
Lorhan, Mrs. Kostelecky, Sharon Czerwonka, Matthew J. Formanek, Joanne
Kupice, Rachel Kupice, JoAnn Ramey, Tracy Owen, John L. Walker, Rev. Darrin
Connall, Rev. Paul G. Czerwonka

Council …….. ………………………...…………………Walla Walla 766
John Biagi, Carl Bossini, Joe Chvatal, Brent Caulk, Chris Grasso, Michael
Fazzari, David Ferraro, J P Kent, Leo Lapke, Rick Magnaghi, Larry Meliah,
Clifford Nesteby, Father Nicks, Harry Olson, Jack Pinza, Joseph Richards,
Richard Reme, Gerald Ruzicka, Frank Sannar, Terry Teske, Mike Vinti, Ron
Warzinski

Council………………………………………………………..Tacoma 809
Michael Prichard, GK

Council………………………………...…………….……Bellingham 829
Nora Pylilo; Charlie and Char Dunn; Betty King, Dick Longo, Henry Therrien,
Terry and Lindsey St. Hillaire, ROS of Virgil Deschant

Council ……………………………..…..…………...………. Yakima 894
Frank Schneider, Tom McCormick and his sister, Josh Jones, Katie Eschbach
(Marc D. niece), Alice Walker, Norm Ives, Bob Wilson, Elena Kasberg (Bishop
Sevilla sister), Leo Schmidt, Steve Szibert (Larry Ziegler friend), Aunt Linda
(Shane Smith), Jean Simard

Council……………………………………………………….. Pasco 1620
Gabriel Scheel, Robert & Linda Delarm, Fred Spinler, Phyllis Ayres, Corky
Hutfles, Emil Slatick, Marilyn Hanses, Mark Cyr

Council ……………………………………………………..Puyallup 1629
Ray Debevec, Alice Kalinowski, Philip Leahy, Janice Thomson, John B. Moran

Council ……………..………...…………………………….Olympia 1643

Walt Dale • Ron DeGroot • Ray DeTerra Family • David Gedrose • Charles
Woodrow Hubbell III • Mary Rutledge-Harrison • John Kramer • Florante Jayme •
Harold Watson Mrs. Edna M MacKay • Pam Pellegrino • Sam Pellegrino • Meg
Pivec • Dennis Perez • Ed Sauley • Greg Squires • Jose Ybarra • Nancy Zyrkowski
Council …………………...…………………….... … ….Oak Harbor 3361
Udo Poos, Al & Carol Bakker, Bernie Mueller, Betty , Bob Ellis, Dale Auburg, Del
& Arline Swatosh, Denise Albertelli, Sister of Ed Witt, Fel Catabay, Glenn
Mueller, Ida Ancheta, Jim Brady, Kevin Butler & Family, Kimberly Harper, Laven
Cajigal, Leo & Marci Doyle, Maurice & Philyss Lund, Onee Hedeent, Ralph
Byars, Rey & Maria Parungao, Rey Akdana, Rudy Gelacio, Sandra Galloway,
Sandra Lanlow, Mother of Tom Karney,

Council………………………………………………….
Howard Connelly

Clarkston 3455

Council .................................................................................Spokane 4196
Pansey Marro, Phyllis Lamb, Ken Jansen, Richard Diehl, Jan Schulhauser, Harold
Zeutschel, Brother John Klepinger, Laura Martinez , Paisley Burger, Orval Wood,
Joe Oscar Marmolejo, Msgr Frank Bach, Ed Galles, Jim Hibbs

Council ..............................................................................Lakewood 4322

Bill Jones, Thomas Wiese, Lori Hogan, Joshua Mamerto, Isabella Chavez, Marge
Warren, Dan Anderson, Elaine Crouse, Elaine Kowalski, Esther and Fortunato
Gappi, Aurora & Larry Villagracia, Barbara Jerue, Rose Hansen, Leo Pavone, John
R. Klein, William Pavone, Ray & Maria Higginbotham, Fr.Paul Brunet, &
Member: Sisay Telahun’s mother-in-law You Soon Kim, Noel De Jesus, Ken
Lopez

Council....................................................................................Yakima 6097
Urban Beaudry

Council……………………………………………………..Raymond1606
Kenneth D. Grimm

Council………………………………………………….Kennewick 10653
Richard Grennell, Jack Hennberry, Msgr. Peron Auve

Jo Bonin, wife of Marty Bonin; John Balch, Dan Thulin

Council .....................................................................................Bothell 6686
Jim Riddell, DD16; Diana Munko, wife of PFS Dan Munko; Leo O'Dore; Harold
Zebert and wife Pat

Council ............................................................. ………….Marysville 7863
Tom LeMere, Ted Mikula, Tom Lester, Shirley Dockendorf, Gary Way, Don
Francisco, Fred Chriscaden

Council.....................................................................................Issaquah 7907
Ron Smith, brother-in-law of Jim Nold, Deacon Jack Bleile

Council .................................................................................Arlington 8015
Bob Dietz
Council ....................................................................................Poulsbo 8297
Ron Wernke family, Mary T. Bartlett, Ross & Sharon Smith, Roger Fritz family,
Michael Thatcher, Tom & Rosie Bennett, Tom Musha family, William Smith jr,
Larry Devlin family, Lee Metzger, Nathan Wernke family, Bill & Nancy Hepp,
Robert Brainerd, Storm & Caroleen Smole, Chuck Hackett, Jerry Almeda, John
Wahlfors family, Brian Cross

Council………………………………………………….…..…Seattle 8437
Tony & Eileen Baker, Don Marty, Dennis Moran, Rose Youngs

Council ................................................................. Camano-Stanwood 8476
Reinhold Schmidt, PGK, Jim Cloninger

Council ......................................................................................Colbert 8872
Del Murray, George and Marie Benton, Ida and Jewell Smalley, mother and wife of
PGK Art Smalley
Council .....................................................................Mountlake Terrace 9605 Adrian
Calvillo-Reyes; Robert M Shay , Bob Dixon

Council…………………………………………………….Bellevue, 10664
Alan Newhouse, George Rademacher, Ken Yarab, Phil Morrisey

Council……...………………………………………...….…Tukwila 11253
Fr. Jerry Mayofsky, Jim Young

Council……………..………….……………………….....Lakewood 11762
William Wells, Thomas Slee, Merton Lott, Louis Spain, Matthew Suazo, John
McInnes, Mira Roberts.
Council…………………………………………………………….Bellingham 11789
Ron Lokites, the LaBombard family, Brenna Paulino, Gerry Alameda, Lydia
Withers.

Council……………………………………………………...Puyallup11948
Kevin Foster

Council .....................................................................................Belfair 12002
Carlos Craff, Bob Giesert, Harry and Dotty Tachell, Richard Helriegel, Fr. Dennis
Sevilla, Howard Riggleman family, Nevinger family, Lanny and Diane Zwan, J.J.
MacPherson, Keith Taylor

Council ..................................................................................Colville 12273
Council ...................................................................................Tacoma 12483
Debbie Schueller, sister-in-law to Matt Schueller, Fr. Michael Wagner.

Council ..................................................................................Spokane 12583
Tim Coyle, Vocations/Church State Chairman

Council .................................................................................Edmonds 12591
Paul Bailey, Bill Brayer, Kevin Giblin, Tom McCarthy, Tom and Ethel Moons,
Alberto "Joe" Romero, and Fr. Kenneth Haydock

Council ……...…………………………….…… ……….Vancouver 12983
Council……………………………………………..…………....Everett, 14046
Eric Guzman
Council ……...…………………………………….…Pend D’Oreille 14268

Jim Hines, Warren Foersch, Ray Springsteen, Mike Murray, Gary Brooks,
Rowland Busskohl, Russ Fletcher, Allan Moeller, Bob and Nellie Graham,
Buc Buckley, Dave and Barbara Floyd, Gladys Bishop, Nancy Sanger, Bill
Burrell, Duane Berens, , Tim Keogh, Sister Nancy, Ansley Hidalgo, Jep
Lund, Bishop Skylstad, Diana Tefft, Katherine, Liliana, and Victoria
Freeman, Jason Cowin, Jack Lopresti, Jim Flanagan and Simon Rogers.
Council ……...………………………………….…………..St. Luke 14689
John Markert
Council……………………………… ……………Ocean Shores 15689
Council……………………………………………………
Unknown
Rick Grinnell
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> Prayer List In Memoriam <

We join the survivors in remembering the following
members who recently died. We offer our prayers for them
and their families. May their souls rest in peace.
March, 2020
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Family Members’ Deaths
March, 2020
Charie Santiago, wife of Edgar Santiago-Lopez
Delia Fazzari, wife of Steve Fazzari

Arthur “Art” Leo Cecil, Jr, Council 12002 (Belfair)
Bradley Anderson, Council 2260 (Port Angeles)
Peter Flatley, Council 2260 (Port Angeles)
Richard Koellner, Council 3307 (Richland)
Charles (“Jim”) Kenney, Council 8136 (Bellevue)
Robert B. Soames, Council 683 (Spokane)
John W. Lanoue, Council 683 (Spokane)
George Pifer, Council 809 (Tacoma)
Don C. Kauffman, Council 15143 (Spokane)
Gregory Reed, Council 12483 (Tacoma)
Delbert Swatosh, Council 3361 (Oak Harbor)

Eternal rest grant unto
them, O Lord.
And let the perpetual light
shine upon them.
And may the souls of all the
faithful departed, through
the mercy of God, rest in
peace.
Amen.
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General Insurance Information

K of C Insurance Members:
Welcome to the Whiteaker Agency!
There is now one K of C agency for all
of Washington State.
To find your local council-assigned
agent, please click the link below:

https:kofcWhiteakerAgency.com
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If you are not receiving your Columbia Magazine, please contact your
Council’s Financial Secretary. The issue may be that your address is
incorrect in our roster. The FS can contact the Membership
Department with a correction and you will begin to receive the
Columbia within 60 days.

Knights of Columbus Washington State
email: bulletin@kofc-wa.org
Steven M. Duncan, Editor 14917 SE 46th Ct. Bellevue, WA 98006
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The Washington State Council Bulletin is published by the Washington State Council of the
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