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2 Tim 3:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have
their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4
and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.
Pilate asks Jesus, "What is truth?", scoffing.

Submitted in humility by a Brother with a PHD.

T

he problem we see today has been around for a very long time. The Pharisees wanted to get rid
of Jesus so they lied to have Him executed. Unknowingly they where the tools that fulfilled
Jesus ' purpose for taking on mortal flesh and being born into this world. Jesus was an enemy
to their truth, so they justified their actions. The idea that deity would come and die for mankind is
also scoffed at by many today. What is truth? The question is asked because those asking have given
up on authoritative, unchanging truth. The idea of a fixed right and wrong today is being trampled
underfoot by the culture. And we allow it.
I saw a recording of a few minutes of a talk show where the host and a guest were talking about how
we all must ascend and become like gods, improving as we go until we achieve this god-like state.
When a Christian in the audience stood and quoted scripture and presented the truth of the Gospel the
discussion that followed clearly divided the audience. It didn't get hostile, but there were lines clearly
drawn. The truth was defended well that day.
Paul, as a Roman citizen, appealed to Caesar during his discussion with Festus. Paul felt his calling to
go to Rome and possibly speak the Gospel before the Roman Emperor. Since the Emperor was
considered a deity Paul would be speaking heretical words punishable by death, but Paul felt the call
to go and preach. It is believed that Paul either died of old age under house arrest speaking to anyone
who would hear him tell about Christ, or that he was executed in Rome. Either way he spoke the truth
of Jesus Christ.
What is true today depends very much upon with whom you are speaking. But none of that
changes truth. Truth is the source of everything that is true. Two plus two equals four is true,
but its veracity is founded in truth. Jesus told us that He is the way, the truth and the life. He is
the source of all these things. All these things hold together, math for example can be used to
accurately describe the physical world and the behavior of objects and forces like gravity,
because God is the unifying source of Truth.
The unchanging truth is becoming unpopular these days. Unless we, the church, are willing to
stand up for the truth the light we are suppose to be to the world will grow very dim, and the
world will become even darker than it is.
How willing are we to stand up for the truth? Are we prepared to defend the truth?
"The further a society drifts from truth the more it will hate those who speak it." George Orwell

The future is what will happen in the time after the present. For some, yesterday's
memory bulbs will burn out and then begins the "long goodbye."

This was James. He was the fourth to be called by Jesus, he was a big strong man who had fished the
Galilean waters with his brother since childhood. Impulsive and short-tempered, he more than his
brother John had earned for the two of them the title “Sons of Thunder.” (More than 2000 years ago,
Jesus called the disciples James and John Boangerés, which was Aramaic for Sons of Thunder
(Mark3:17).) Jesus must have seen much that was admirable in this energetic extrovert, for he had
been almost as much a favorite as John, who had been called “the beloved disciple.”
By STEVE SNELL

The dream, the message: It was James who brought a single knight to the doors of the regal office of
the Order’s fraternal leader he pushed them open and proceeded to lead the knight across the carpet to
the door of the private chapel. There the lone knight cautiously entered accompanied by James the
powerful warrior like disciple. As he entered and stared through the gloom of the darkened chapel, he
found the fraternal leader at a table before the altar. The flickering candlelight illuminated the supreme
luminary and the shadowy figures around him with a twilight glow. The man walked hesitantly
forward until he stood half in the shadow before the polished wood table of the Order’s leader.
In the silence that followed, the knight no longer saw himself as an independent agent of free will, for
the tribunal before which he stood expelled all notions of debate. Instinctively he knew this conclave
was meeting on the very question of his continued existence as a knight.
“We are together at the very same hour at which you were initiated into our beloved Order just ten
years ago.” The words were spoken in a low and somber cadence. “I would gladly surrender this
earthly office I hold to the most meager of knights in our noble Order if we could have aborted your
entrance into this grand and noble organization.”
The words of the leader of the largest Catholic fraternal organization in the world, the organization to
which he had sworn allegiance, fell upon him as though the sky had fallen. It was in a similar terrible
darkness that Jesus had spoken to Judas.
The man began to shudder, the tremor that ran through him carried him forward, and he grasped the
leaders table. “What have I done?” The man cried out; in the most agonized voice anyone had ever
heard.
“From this moment forward,” continued the Order’s leader, his bearing unchanged by the disturbance
before the altar, “know this, you are at the beginning of the end of your time with the Order.

“Why?”
The lone man breathed the question as though from a deathbed.
“Before Jesus what have I done?”
Then James looked at the man and pointed his finger directly at him,
“Brother you’ve done…

"NOTHING!"
James had been standing in front of the Knight and had spoken directly to him. His message seemed to
shout for hearing beyond the boundaries of the chapel. Then in the most penetrating and memorable
voice he delivered a message that could never be forgotten, he spoke laying his hand on the shoulder
of the solitary knight standing before him and turning to those present in the chapel he said……….
"This knight saw horrible crimes and did nothing to prevent them. He saw people cheated and did not
tell them the truth. He saw people in need and did not help them. He saw bigotry and did not fight it.
He saw injustice and did not correct it. He saw children starving and did not feed them. He saw
people attacked and did not defend them. He saw our unborn babies legally killed and never
attempted to stop it.”
Then “The Son of Thunder” said, in a voice that bounced off the walls of the private chapel
and shook the souls of all who heard………

“I accuse you brother of the worst sin
INDIFFERENCE
This makes all the other sins possible."
THE “SON OF THUNDER” SAID NO MORE.

These sentences actually appeared in church
bulletins or were announced at church services:
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.
-------------------------The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.'
The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'
-------------------------Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale.
It's a chance to get rid of those things
not worth keeping around the house.
Bring your husbands.
-------------------------Miss Charlene Mason sang
“I will not pass this way again,”
giving obvious pleasure to the congregation.
-------------------------Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir.
They need all the help they can get.
-------------------------Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married
on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship
that began in their school days.
-------------------------At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be
'What Is Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir
practice.
-----------------------------Eight new choir robes are currently needed
due to the addition of several new members and
to the deterioration of some older ones.
-------------------------Please place your donation in the envelope along
with the deceased person you want remembered.
-------------------------Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM prayer and medication to follow.

Ray Dirks, Ed Funkhouser, and Frank Luiz hauling, splitting and tossing wood into Tom
Garrett’s truck. Tom G. is taking picture. The firewood program nets us over $3500 each year.
There are numerous Knights, friends of Knights, and spouses who are all willing to jump in and
help out when they have the time. Thanks to everyone.

BETWEEN TOM’S PICKUP AND RAY’S FLATBED, WE SPLIT AND LOADED OVER
2 CORDS OF FIREWOOD DESTINED FOR DIAMOND LAKE CUSTOMERS.

I joined over 70 motorcycles to escort the remains of 35 veterans who died and no one
claimed them. So the Missing In America Project organize this event to honor the
forgotten heroes. We even have two WW1 veterans. We rode from Pasco to Medical
Lake and the Veterans Cemetery.

St. Olaf's Assembly 2433 presented a chalice, donated by St. Joan of Arc Assembly 3398,
to Bishop Sabino Odoki of Uganda in the memory of Sir Knight George Marquis on
behalf of his widow, Ruth Marquis.

Whenever I hear Father McGivney’s name, I think of almost hopeless odds, I think of poverty against
power. I think of an America that was once a big roaring melting pot of working men who lived by
their fists, strong backs, powerful hands and life breaking labor to claw out a living for their families.
It was an America of brawling possibilities, kerosene-lit saloons, drifters and con men. An America
with cattle drives and cattle barons, bunkhouse hands and men who lived by their fast guns and the
cards they drew. It was an America ready to break into the twentieth century; it was high noon, the ok
corral was still standing and a fresh memory.
Into this in 1882 came the son of Irish immigrants, he was a priest, an assistant pastor at Saint
Mary’s Church in New Haven, Connecticut, his name was Father Michael J. McGivney and
together with a small group of parishioners founded the Knights of Columbus. This flame that
McGivney lit in the basement of Saint Mary’s Church today represents a positive force in the
lives of Catholic families and parishes throughout America and the world. They represent the
unconquerable will of men banded together for faith and family.

THE FLAME THAT FATHER
MCGIVNEY LIT
STILL BURNS TODAY!

"Courtesy of Knights of Columbus.”

1865 approx.: Young Michael McGivney with classmates at graduation
Young Michael McGivney (seated at far left) was 13 years old when he graduated from
East Main Street School in Waterbury, Conn.

Worthy State Officers, District Masters, District Deputies, Conferring Officers, PFCs, Wardens, and
Formation Degree Staff Coordinators.
Please find attached a pdf and an excel version of the current Knighthood degree schedule, dated August
31, 2018.
All information on the schedule remains the same since the last update on 08/03/2018 with some
modifications that include:
The degrees in Bothell on Sept. 15, in Yakima on Sept. 22, and in Oak Harbor on
Sept. 29 have been changed to combined Formation and Knighthood degrees.
Dennis Wilson, one of our new PFC's has been assigned as the PFC to the Oak Harbor
Degree on Sept. 29.




All DDs who are the Host DD for the degrees over the next 60 days, are to post the degree information as
soon as possible on the state web-page. It is imperative that the degree information be posted on the state
web-page and personally provided to all Co-Host DDs by the Host DD.
Our first scheduled degree in Shoreline on July 21, 2018 was completed this past weekend. Thank you
CO Paul Roth and his team for getting off to a good start.
The following degrees are scheduled through the end of October 2018. Please note the ones that are not
posted on the State Calendar at this time:

09/15/2018
09/22/2018
09/29/2018
09/29/2018
09/29/2018
10/20/2018
10/24/2018
10/27/2018
10/27/2018

Bothell

Yakima
Oak Harbor
Auburn
Olympia
Vancouver
Richland
Seattle
Bremerton

HDD16
HDD06
HDD19
HDD12
HDD04*
HDD11*
HDD07*
HDD15*
HDD02

* Degrees not posted to date
Information on the degrees should be submitted to the State Web-Master Tim Philomeno
at webmaster@kofc-wa.org with a copy to me.
If you have any questions, please let me know.
Yours in Christ
Marcel

Marcel P. Bergeron, PGK, FDD, PFN
Ceremonial Director
Washington State Council
2326 Copperleaf St.
Richland, WA 99354

DATE

LOCATION

CO

PFC

DISTRICTS

7/21/2018*

Seattle

Roth

DeVos

1, 13 & 26

8/25/2018*

Seattle

Hogan

Kelley

1, 13, 15, 26 & 33

9/15/2018****

Bothell

Maloney

Roth

13, 14, 16, 21 & 23

9/22/2018****

Yakima

Hadley

Bergeron

6, 7, 10, 17 & 29

9/29/2018****

Oak Harbor

Hogan

Wilson

9, 19 & 31

9/29/2018*

Auburn

Bergeron

Roth

3, 12, 22 & 34

9/29/2018*

Olympia

Kelley

Devine

4 & 30

10/20/2018*

Vancouver

Hogan

Ablao

11, 25 & 35

10/24/2018**

Richland

Bergeron

McDonnell

6, 7 & 17

10/27/2018*

Seattle

Roth

Abalo

1, 15, 26 & 33

10/27/2018*

Bremerton

Hogan

Devine

2, 24 & 28

11/10/2018*

Olympia or Lacey

Kelley

Devine

4 & 30

11/17/2018*

Spokane

Bergeron

Myles

5, 8, 18, 20 & 32

12/8/2018*

Marysville

Roth

Ablao

13, 16 & 21

12/15/2018*

Spanaway

Bergeron

Devine

3, 12, 22 & 34

1/12/2019*

Port Angeles

Hogan

Ablao

2, 24 & 28

1/12/2019*

Mercer Island

Kelley

DeVos

13, 14, 16, 21 & 23

1/19/2019*

Bothell

Kelley

Ablao

1, 13 & 26

1/19/2019*

Clarkson

Bergeron

Myles

5&8

1/26/2019*

Lynden

Hogan

TBD

9, 13 & 31

1/26/2019*

Bremerton

Hadley

Devine

2, 24 & 28

2/20/2019**

Walla Walla

McBride

McDonnell

7 & 17

3/2/2019*

Colbert

Bergeron

Myles

5, 8, 18, 20 & 32

3/9/2019*

Gig Harbor

Bergeron

Devine

2, 24 & 28

3/16/2019*

Longview

Hogan

Roth

11, 25 & 35

4/13/2019*

E. Wenatchee

Hadley

Bergeron

10, 29

4/13/2019*

Bellevue

Kelley

Abalo

13, 14, 16, 21 & 23

4/23/2019***

Kennewick

Hadley

Bergeron

6, 7 & 17

5/4/2019*

Lakewood

Hogan

Devine

3, 12, 22 & 34

6/1/2019*

Covington

Hogan

Ablao

12, 15, 27 & 33

6/1/2019*

Arlington

Roth

TBD

9, 19 & 31

BOLD denotes Host District
* denotes Saturday degrees
** denotes Wednesday degree
*** denotes Tuesday degree
****denotes joint 2nd & 3rd degrees
HDDs are in Red

STATE DEPUTY ____________________________

Submitted By Federico Lopez, GK
Rod’s House Meal:
August Meal provided
by Fred and Margarita
they are always
happy to get freshly cook food.
Next month is open.

Our Family of the Month:
Louis and Marilyn Roberts
happily married for 60 years.
Sometimes the only way
you need to fight the forces
against matrimonial vows
for life is living it and
showing that it’s possible.

Parade Grand Marshal:
Vince LaCoursiere
was a Guest of Honor at the Moxee
Hop Festival. It’s a pleasure for all
Knights to see our brothers
recognized for the life witness they
represent to the community.

ww

If we can love more than we are loved
And give to others from our own needs and wants
If we can soften raucous shouts with gentleness
And mellow anger with a kind word or two;
If we can calmly carry on when all about us
Is harsh, discordant clamor for one’s rights;
If we retain our trust in God
When bitter flames soar skyward in the night,
And chaos rules supreme across the land;
If we can walk in Faith and trust in Hope
And keep our eyes on Jesus as He planned
Our inner joy, a gift of God, will not cease
And we shall live our lives in His eternal peace.

IN MEMORIAM
Remember this lady?
Irena Sender
Religion: Roman Catholic
Occupation: Social worker,
humanitarian nurse.
Died: May 12, 2008 (aged 98)
Warsaw, Poland

D

uring WWII, Irena, got permission to work in the Warsaw ghetto, as a
Plumbing specialist. She had an ulterior motive. Irena smuggled Jewish infants
out in the bottom of the tool box she carried. She also carried a burlap sack in the
back of her truck, for larger kids.
Irena kept a dog in the back that she trained to bark when the Nazi soldiers let her in and
out of the ghetto. The soldiers, of course, wanted nothing to do with the dog and the
barking covered the kids/infants noises.
During her time of doing this, she managed to smuggle out and save 2500
kids/infants. Ultimately, she was caught, however, and the Nazi's broke both of her legs
and arms and beat her severely. Irena kept a record of the names of all the kids she
had smuggled out, In a glass jar that she buried under a tree in her back yard. After
the war, she tried to
locate any parents that may have survived and tried to reunite
the family. Most had been gassed. Those kids she helped got placed into foster family
homes or adopted.

In 2007, Irena was up for the Nobel Peace Prize. She was not selected.

AL GORE WON FOR A SLIDE SHOW ON GLOBAL WARMING .

A Higher Purpose
Spread devotion to Our Lady and pray for our brothers and sisters of faith who are at risk around the
world through the Marian Prayer Program. As the new Marian image is brought on pilgrimage
through the jurisdiction, councils will host the Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians icon for a
prayer service at their parish.

Overview
The 2018-2019 Marian Prayer Program presents the 18th Marian image sponsored by the Knights of
Columbus, this time of Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians. Each Knights of Columbus
jurisdiction receives several Marian images, which serve as the centerpieces for prayer services
conducted in churches and council meeting places throughout the Order for the duration of the
initiative. Since its inception in 1979, the Knights of Columbus’ Marian Prayer Program has held
more than 166,900 local council and parish prayer services with some 20 million participants. This
year, the prayer service is intended to raise awareness of the plight of Christians persecuted for their
faith and to stand in prayerful solidarity with them.

ACTION STEPS
PLANNING
1) Working with your pastor, obtain his permission and recommendations on conducting a Marian
Prayer Service with the Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians image.
2) Working with your jurisdiction Marian Prayer Program chairman, coordinate when your council is
scheduled to receive the image.
3) Identify council and parish members to fulfill the various roles required in the service.
4) If not enough booklets remain from previous services, order additional copies of the Marian Prayer
Booklet (#5050) and Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians Prayer Card (#10740) through Supplies
Online, the supply ordering portal available on Officers Online.
5) Prior to the Marian Prayer Service, use the Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians sample press
release as a model to create and distribute a tailored release to local media.
6) Build public interest for the event! Promote the Marian Prayer Service with the Our Lady Help of
Persecuted Christians image in your parish and larger community through a variety of efforts:
 Prominently display promotional posters (which can be ordered through Supplies Online)
 Bulletin announcements
 Pulpit announcements
 Posting on your council and parish website / social media pages
ACTION
1) Representatives of your council should attend the prayer service at the council from which you will
receive the image and bring it to your council or parish.
2) Hold your Marian Prayer Service with the following guidelines in mind:
 If possible, the choir leader should review the hymns with the congregation before the service
 Advise the readers and congregation to recite the prayers at a moderate pace to ensure the
service is truly reverent
 Throughout the evening, be ever mindful of Christians who are persecuted for their faith
throughout the world, past and present
 No money should be collected at the service itself
3) At the close of the prayer service, formally present the image to the next host council. Also collect
all Marian Prayer Booklet (#5050).
4) After the service, the grand knight or council Marian Prayer Program chairman should record
information about the council’s Marian Prayer Service in the Marian Prayer Log Book (#10741) that
accompanies the image.
5) Strongly consider hosting a dinner or other social event in conjunction with the prayer service. This
is a perfect opportunity for your council to participate in the Christian Refugee Relief Program and
raise awareness and much-needed financial support for Christians at risk. Although the Marian Prayer
Program cannot be double-counted for the Christian Refugee Relief Program, a fundraiser after the
service could help satisfy the Christian Refugee Relief Program. Visit www.kofc.org/christianrelief
for more information and ideas.
6) To gain credit for your program, complete the associated reporting forms and submit them to the
Supreme Council Department of Fraternal Mission. Remember to retain copies for your council
records.

Getting ready to ship out the icon of Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians! As the new Marian
image is brought on pilgrimage through each jurisdiction, councils will host the icon for a prayer
service at their parish while raising awareness of the plight of Christians persecuted for their faith

This iconic photo from 9-11 really brought out tears. Father Mychal
Judge was the beloved New York Fire Department Roman Catholic
chaplain whose body was pulled from the shattered lobby of the
World Trade Center. When planes hit the World Trade Center on Sept.
11, 2001, Father Mychal ran into the North Tower alongside the firemen he served. Not long after, he became the first recorded
victim of the terrorist attacks.

By Sheila Ryan Wallace, Former First Lady
What is effective prayer? I see the country and the church in need of prayer; now, more than ever.
But do we ever truly believe prayer can help? Is it possible to turn the country around, so that we
can become a unified, rather than a divided, people? Is it possible to heal our church and become
the church of Jesus that He desires? What does the Bible tell us? What does Jesus say?

I

t is easy to get discouraged and give up. But as I contemplate on the Words of Christ; O Ye
of little faith! I am reminded, that it is in the impossible, that God shows His hand. I remember times He has spoken to me as I sensed His very real Presence; and how He has increased my faith in Him through these experiences.
I think my very first experience of His presence occurred when I was a young child, staying with
my family at the beach in Massachusetts. It was time to leave the shore and to rejoin my family,
but I lingered, staring at the waves as I loved to do. The immensity of the ocean struck awe in
me as I watched the eternal crashing of the waves; and I imagine I was praying and thanking
God for the wonder of it all; when it seemed that all sounds became muted, the ocean waves, the
conversations of adults on the beach; the laughter of little children.
I gazed up the shore at the children, looked up at the lifeguard sitting high above us, and at the
adults strung along the beach; and it seemed to me that the ocean, the sands, the sky, the earth,
the people, the universe and I, were all connected and just where we were supposed to be; and
we were all in perfect harmony in connection with God. I got the sense that I was seeing how the
world is supposed to be in God’s great design. In a moment the sounds came back; I heard the
crash of the waves, voices again in conversation; then saw the lifeguard going about his duties
and heard the squeals of the children.
It was a profound moment, one that has never left me. I thank God for this as God became more
real to me at that moment of my childhood.
Years later when I was praying in church for my daughter, who was a rebellious, runaway teen
at the time; and I was only half listening, to a nun, telling us parents what they would teach our
children in Religion classes that semester; I heard the nun digress from her talk. She began to
speak about the current runaways, and youngsters getting pregnant or into drugs, and she
spoke with authority and absolute assurance, saying; “I don’t worry about them. They’ll come
back. If they’ve been given the basics of their faith, they’ll come back.”

I felt a quickening inside, and it was as if God was speaking directly to me, as I realized my
daughter had been given the basics; and I began thanking him that she was going to be all right.
I went from begging Him to thanking Him ahead of time, a step in prayer faith. Immediately I
felt physical warmth fill my body from head to toe, and I felt a sense of déjà vu; as If I were in
the loving arms of my mother when a baby, or perhaps in her womb. It was such a sense of
complete trust and contentment, and I seemed to know I had felt it before. In that moment, I
knew, without a doubt, that God is real, that He loves us, and that He was comforting me; and I
knew that my daughter would be all right.
From that moment on, my faith increased immensely. Every time my teenager started to
increase her rebellion or threaten to run away again, I remembered this experience and turned
off my panic to thank God that He is in charge, and that He had shown me she was going to be
all right. When I did this, peace would return to my heart. It wasn’t long before she stopped the
attitude and the accompanying rebellious actions.
Recently, God has spoken to me again by reminding me He hears our prayers, even when we
don’t see any change in our circumstances. My husband and I awoke one night in the middle of
the night. John was feeling unwell due to his Parkinson’s symptoms, so we began to pray. I laid
hands on him, and said a few short prayers that he’d feel better and get to sleep; then I stopped
praying out loud as I was so tired, and I prayed quietly. I was led to pray, “Lord, Jesus, let the
Sweet Fragrance of your Presence fill this room,” not my usual type of prayer.

John got up to use the bathroom, and when he returned, he said, "Do you know what
happened just now?” When I told him no, he said, “When I got to the end of the bed, I
smelled a beautiful smell.” I asked him what it was, and he said, “I don’t know but it
smelled really good.”
NOTE: John was unaware of my prayer, and he has lost most of his ability to smell with the
Parkinson’s. I began to praise God and thank Him for answered prayers, and John asked what
was going on. I said, “That is Christ’s Presence. He just answered my prayer,” and I told him
what I had asked for. We were in awe that God had shown, in His love and compassion, that He
was listening, and hearing our prayers. John felt much better after that and we both returned
immediately to sleep.
I have thought a lot about Faith and Prayer since then, and realize that what helps one person
may be meant to be shared in order to help others. We’ve shared this last episode with several
people recently and it has touched them, even bringing one person to tears. Many of you,
perhaps, have had prayer experiences with God that could minister to others. It would be
wonderful if you would share them; to inspire others and build their faith.
Perhaps if we all begin to truly understand, and believe, in the power of our prayer, that, as
Jesus said, ‘Faith the size of a mustard seed can move a mountain’; then together, our faith can
connect, in daily prayer, to turn our country, our church and our world around so that we live
in harmony with God’s plan.

Your peripatetic Former Vice Supreme Master has completed another spiritual bucket list item – a
pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City! In July 2018, Kyle and I joined
the pilgrimage of parishioners from the Yakima Diocese that was led by Bishop Joseph Tyson. Three
seminarians that were ordained as new priests for the Yakima Diocese on July 3, 2018 – Jesus
Allatores, Jesus Mariscal, and Cesar Izquierdo – concelebrated Mass at the Shrine with Bishop Tyson
and several other priests from the Diocese.
BY KARL HADLEY, FORMER VICE SUPREME MASTER

T

he shrine was built near the hill of Tepeyac where Our Lady of Guadalupe appeared to Saint
Juan Diego on four separate occasions in December 1531. It has several churches and related
buildings. The first structure of the old basilica was built between 1695 and 1709. The original
tilma (or cloak) of Juan Diego, which holds the image of Our Lady of Guadalupe, was housed in this
church from 1709 to 1974. In 1921, a bomb planted in a flower vase near the altar by an anticlerical
terrorist exploded, causing great damage to the interior of the building. The cloak survived undamaged!
When the old basilica became dangerous due to the sinking of its foundations, a “New Basilica” was
built next to it. The original image of the Virgin of Guadalupe is now housed above the altar in the
New Basilica (where it is observed by the public moving under it via conveyor belts). One of the most
important pilgrimage sites of Catholicism, the basilica is visited by over 20 million people every year,
especially around December 12th, Our Lady of Guadalupe's Feast day. Juan Diego was beatified in
1990 and canonized in 2002 as the first indigenous saint from the Americas!
Juan Diego’s ill uncle, Juan Bernardino, recounted that he too had seen the Virgin Mary at his
bed-side, that she had instructed him to inform the bishop of this fifth apparition and of his miraculous
cure, and that she had told him she desired to be known under the title of Guadalupe.
The bishop kept Juan Diego's tilma in his private chapel. On December 26, 1531, a procession formed
for taking the miraculous image back to Tepeyac. During the procession, an Indian was mortally
wounded in the neck by an arrow shot by accident. The Indians carried him before the Virgin's image
and pleaded for his life. The victim made a full and immediate recovery.
We also visited the Basilica of Ocotlán, dedicated to the Virgin of Ocotlán, a 1541 Marian apparition.
We also stayed in Puebla, Mexico, a Spanish settlement between Mexico City and the port of
Veracruz. According to legend, the bishop had a dream about where to build the city. In this dream, he
saw a group of angels descend from heaven and trace out the city. Convinced he had seen a divine
vision, he celebrated Mass and found the place shown in the dream. This legend is the source of
Puebla’s original name, Puebla de los Ángeles (City of Angels).

Puebla was founded in 1531 as a Spanish city centered on a main plaza. The Cathedral was begun in
1575 under orders of Philip II of Spain and was consecrated in 1649. The north tower was added in
1678 and the south tower in 1768.The shape of the cathedral is a Latin cross and contains five naves.
Its bell towers stand at just under 230 feet high, the tallest in Mexico.
During the French intervention in Mexico on May 5, 1862, in the Battle of Puebla, defending Mexican
forces under Ignacio Zaragoza defeated the French army, which was considered to be the most
powerful in the world at the time. The city’s name was changed to Puebla de Zaragoza in 1862, by a
decree issued by Benito Juárez. (This why Cinco de Mayo is celebrated!)
We also visited the Aztec pyramids of Teotihuacan. The city's broad central avenue, called "Avenue
of the Dead" is flanked by impressive ceremonial architecture, including the immense Pyramid of the
Sun and the Pyramid of the Moon.

The Chapel of the Little Hill:
at the top of Tepeyac Hill.
This marks the location where
Our Lady first appeared to
Juan Diego on Dec. 9, 1531
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PYRAMID OF THE SUN,
ALONG AVENUE OF
THE DEAD,
TEOTIHUACAN,
MEXICO.

To the Struggle Against World
Terrorism (also known as the
Tear of Grief and the Tear Drop
Memorial) is a 10–story
sculpture by Zurab Tsereteli
that was given to the
United States as an official gift
of the Russian government as a
memorial to the victims of the
September 11attacks in 2001
(26 of whom were Russian)

You can’t get anywhere unless you know where you are going!
By Greg Fazzari, Athletic Director & Educator Walla Walla Catholic Schools
There is no lack of drive within society to be goal oriented. Throughout a student’s life, they are
consistently asked to re-evaluate their goals in order to achieve the happiness they seek. These often
focus on their future, which includes academic, athletic, and career goals amongst others.
Our youth often identify and even idolize skilled athletes or musicians. With their goal of similar
success, they design their lives around practice schedules, weight training, diet and specialty coaching
to help them to attain excellence. This can sadly even morph into even the use of drugs to try to find a
short-cut to success. They are convinced that this will bring happiness.
Students are also driven by their goals for future college studies to help determine their academic
schedules in the high school. Seeking high grade point averages and rigorous coursework, they utilize
tutors and self-help courses to be able to compete for scholarships and admission into prestigious
programs. Surely this will lead to the happiness we seek.
Employment is another example of goal sifting to help our youth plan for the future. We provide
surveys, job fairs, job shadowing and various tests to help our youth to choose a satisfying career.
There is a deeper perspective offered within Catholic Education that encompasses all the above, but
gives far more meaning to it. Instead of focusing on “the future”, we focus on “eternity”. The
difference between these is subtle, but profound.
When we focus on eternity, we are not just focusing on the limited time we will be in this world, but
on the eternity we will be spending in the world to come. Eternity only provides two options.
Focusing on eternity is not just planning for the future, but effects what we do here and now. Eternity
is a decision we make every day, and truly with every choice we make. All of the goal considerations
mentioned above are given deeper meaning in light of eternity. Our eternal goal naturally will guide
and effect all other goals we seek.
The happiness that drives all goals is impossible without the goal of an eternity with God. As CS
Lewis reminds us: “God cannot give us a happiness and peace apart from Himself, because it is not
there. There is no such thing”. When we focus on eternity, we naturally seek the truth, goodness and
beauty that gives us an abundant life both now and in eternity. Focusing only on the future is
ultimately short-sighted.
The very structure and design of the Catholic school includes eternity. Next time you are speaking
and listening to your child or grandchild about their future, include a discussion on eternity.

It was 6 in the morning. The paper boy climbed the stairs and reached apt. # B-11. He dropped the
newspaper in the mail box of B-11 and walked away. Within five minutes, an old man from the next
door came, took the newspaper in his hand and went into his apt. which was B-13.The old man read
whole newspaper and dropped it back to the mail box of B-11 before 7 am. Jeff, the owner of apt.
# B-11 woke up and opened the door at 7.30 am., he took newspaper in his hand and closed the door.
The saga continued for a long time. The old man always took the newspaper and dropped it back
before 7.
One fine evening, on the ground floor, same old man found that his neighbor Jeff was leaving the apt..
He firmly wanted to have words with Jeff, but couldn't make it.
The next morning, the old man woke up. Following to his daily habit, he was about to go & grab
newspaper from the mail box of B-11. But, when he was about to open his door, he suddenly realized
that the owner of B-11 moved and was not living in the same place anymore. So, he didn't open the
door and started walking back to his room.
The very next moment, someone buzzed the doorbell of his home. He moved back towards the door,
walked a few steps and opened the door. He didn't find anyone on the other side of the door. He
opened the door and came out. When he was looking around, his eyes scanned the mail box of the
B-11 apt..
There was a newspaper there. He moved towards the mail box and took the newspaper out. Taking it
out, a note slipped to floor from the newspaper. The old man picked up that note from the floor.
The note had only five words with a smiley that read, "the show must go on. :)"
The old man smiled reading it, took the newspaper with him and walked back to his apt.

