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SENATOR BEN SASSE DEFENDS KNIGHTS
AT JUDICIARY COMMITTEE HEARING
6/5/2019
By Andrew Butler

The hallowed halls of the U.S. Senate were the site of a
Provocative but important question by Sen. Ben Sasse to a
Judicial nominee: “Are you now or have you ever been
involved in the organization of a fish fry.”
It was funny, but it wasn’t necessarily a laughing matter. At issue was the recent move by some of
Sasse’s colleagues to question judicial nominees about their membership in the Knights of Columbus.
At a recent U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee hearing, Sen. Sasse (R., Neb.) defended the Knights of
Columbus in a series of questions to Peter Phipps, a nominee for United States Circuit Judge for the
Third Circuit. Phipps is a Knight belonging to Edward Douglass White Council 2473 in Arlington,
Va.
Sasse then asked Phipps if he had gotten questions for the record about being a member of the Knights
of Columbus. Phipps said he had received questions during the process for his district court
nomination back in May 2018.
Phipps is not the only judicial nominee to be questioned over his membership in the Knights. Last
December, Brian C. Buescher was questioned about whether his Knights of Columbus membership
would prevent him from “fairly and impartially” hearing cases on the U.S. District Court for the
District of Nebraska. Several senators stated that the organization had “taken a number of extreme
positions” on the issues of same-sex marriage and abortion.
Phipps explained to Sasse that the Knights of Columbus is a Catholic fraternal organization dedicated
to uniting men of faith. He noted that it was founded in the late 19th century to help provide for
families at a time where many men faced dangerous working conditions.
“It’s a charitable organization,” Phipps said. “It’s an organization that has social and recreational
activities that many members of my family have really enjoyed and really benefitted from.”
Sasse then provided for the record a number of facts about the Knights:
Knights of Columbus are the largest Catholic fraternal service organization in the world.
In 2017 the Knights volunteered and contributed more than $185 million to charitable
organizations and activities.
Also in 2017, Knights volunteered more than 75,600,000 service hours.
The Knights have a proud tradition of standing against the forces of prejudice and oppression
such as the Ku Klux Klan.
Sasse expressed his concern that questioning over membership in the Knights is “becoming common
practice on the committee.”
“I really hope we reconsider this new tradition on this committee of asking people about their
religious commitments.”
This is not the first time Sen. Sasse has come to the aid of the Knights. In January of this year, he
introduced a resolution adopted by unanimous consent that “disqualifying a nominee to federal office
on the basis of membership in the Knights of Columbus” violates that anti-religious test clause of the
U.S. Constitution

BOB BAEMMERT,
is retiring after two years as WA State Deputy. He was asked to close his
eyes as they placed a Seahawk’s jacket on him.
As you probably know, he is a diehard Green Bay Packer fan.
It was a present from all of his State Officers.

Biography
Scott Hulse, the Washington State Council State Warden-elect, is a native of the Pacific
Northwest; however, he and his wife, Jo, resided elsewhere on four of the seven
Continents for more than forty years, only returning to Washington State after Scott
retired. Jo and Scott refer to the time away from Washington State as their forty years of
wondering in the desert. Scott left Washington State following graduation from the
University of Washington. Scott received a Bachelor of Science degree in Geological
Sciences and a degree in Mine Engineering from the University of Washington, and a
Master of Science degree in Geophysics from the University of Arizona. Thirty years
later, Scott received a PhD in Radiological Health Sciences from Colorado State
University. Scott is also a Professional Engineer.
Scott lived in India during his early years, returning to Washington State briefly to
graduate from Renton High School and the University of Washington. Scott and his wife
were married 8 September 1968. They have a son, a daughter, and four grandchildren.
Scott began his journey to Catholicism while serving in Antarctica, where he was
responsible for the Amundson Scott South Pole Station during the 1999-2000 Austral
winter. Fr Bede Haughey (a tremendous fly fisherman) and Fr. Humphrey O’Leary,
Catholic Chaplains from New Zealand serving the Antarctic program, led Scott into the
fold. Both Jo, who joined Scott on his journey to Catholicism, and Scott were Confirmed
in Germany while Scott was serving throughout Eastern Europe and the Middle East.

Harry J. Tucker Fraternalism Award
St. Joseph Council 8872, Colbert –Assisting a Knight in Trouble – DD32
Grand Knight Arthur Smalley
Faith Program Award
Holy Trinity Council 11789, Bremerton – Men’s Spiritual Reflection Retreat – DD02
Grand Knight John Guerrero
Community Program Award
St. Joseph Council 1545, Wenatchee – The Knights Community Hospital Equipment Loan Program - DD10
Grand Knight Dennis Stone
Life Program Award\Herbert Liebert Culture of Life Award
St Joseph Council 8872, Colbert – Culture of Life Awareness Program - DD32
Grand Knight Arthur Smalley
Family Program Award
Father Stephen T Roman Council 15689, Ocean Shores – Family Prayer Program - DD30
Grand Knight John Schuster
Knight of the Year
Brother Marcel Bergeron – Holy Spirit Council 10653, Kennewick – DD07
Family of the Year
Brother Edward and Ruth Caballero Family – Our Lady Queen Of Heaven Council 6806, Spanaway – DD03
Council of the Year – Four Chaplains Council 10562
State Chairman of the Year – Ron DeGroot, Life Director
District Deputy of the Year – Abundeo Reponte, DD22
Council Administrative Excellence – Four Chaplains Council 10652
Tootsie Rolls – Belfair Council 12002
KCIC
1st Place – Spokane Council 4196 – $710.50 – Grand Knight Robert Heacock, Chairman Robert Heacock, DD18 Brad Smith
2nd Place – Richland Council 3307 – $673.50 – Grand Knight Charles Genack, Chairman Jesse Martinez, DD7 Robert Olson
3rd Place – Kirkland Council 7642 – $610.25 – Grand Knight John Wharton, Chairman Scott Hayman, DD16 James Riddell
George C Turk Gift of Life Honor Roll
Keith Quenell, 128 pints, Yakima Council 894, Yakima
James M. Nold, 172 pints, Fr. Anthony McGirl Council 7907, Issaquah (posthumous award)
Culture of Life Essay Winners
1st Place- Bridget Powell, Bremerton Council 1379, Bremerton, GK Michael Slavin, DD02 Anthony Farrell
2nd Place- Brandy May Ferguson, Bishop J Topel Council 11478, Eltopia-Connell, GK Trever Gamache, DD07 Robert Olson
3rd Place- Ferin Jones, Fr. John A Walsh Council 11642, Mercer Island, GK Leo Zipp, DD14 George Dilloo

From the Editor’s Desk
By STEVE SNELL EDITOR

We just had a shift of personnel in the Washington State Council of the Knights of
Columbus. Today and in the next few weeks you’ll be reading about them. Tomorrow it
may be about none of them, but tomorrow for sure, you’ll be reading newsletters and
road signs. For a good newsletter, like good gossip never dies. If it’s good, it improves,
like a Stradivarius.
If it’s bad, it can be like a bullet riddled speed limit sign,
BARELY NOTICED AND IGNORED.

Looking in the rear view mirror at the past issues it seems to me that while some
were better than others, you should remember that a whole story is often better
than any of its parts, or vice versa. Because of several unrelated but personally
challenging character flaws, I will often include several articles that seem to lack the
boring constancies we’ve all come to expect in other publications, please hold your
applause until the end. In short my Brother Knights while this can be viewed as
“troublesome” to some, it’s informative and entertaining to those of you who are
artistic, talented, perceptive, caring, patriotic, defenders of life, and believers in
family values, (you know who you are.) So we will continue our attempts to inform,
to report the thoughts, and the many achievements of our state and yes, the humor
that we have become famous or infamous for will continue because:
We believe our Creator, must have had a sense of humor.
How else would you explain……some of us!
Seriously my Brothers we love hearing from you, we love an occasional “not bad.”
BUT, if in the unlikely event you feel we’ve screwed up,
(Perfection can be boring.) Please don’t hesitate to contact us, because;
WHEN ALL IS SAID AND DONE WE WOULD RATHER
BE CRITICIZED THAN IGNORED.

Pope: Abortion is never OK,
equates it to 'hiring a
hitman'

P

ope Francis likened abortion to hiring a hitman and said the procedure can never be
condoned, even if the unborn child is gravely sick or likely to die.

Francis made the comments during a pro-life conference sponsored by the Vatican. He
stressed that abortion isn’t a religious issue but a human one.
“Is it licit to throw away a life to resolve a problem?” he asked. “Is it licit to hire a
hitman to resolve a problem?”

“Is it licit to throw away a life to resolve a problem? Is it licit to
hire a hitman to resolve a problem?” — Pope Francis
The pope also condemned abortion decisions based on prenatal testing, stating that a
human being is “never incompatible with life.”
This applies to those babies who are destined to die at birth or soon after, he said. He
stressed the importance of providing medical care to such babies in the womb and
support their parents so they don’t feel afraid and isolated
“Taking care of these children helps parents to grieve and not only think of it as a loss,
but as a step on a path taken together,” Francis said.
The latest comments follow the Pope’s previous condemnations of abortion, though he
struck a somewhat more conciliatory tone towards the women who had the procedure and
made it easier for them to be absolved of the sin of abortion.

HIM
Always he stood to watch the trains go by –
Small boy, tall youth and man –
For adventure lay beyond the valley’s rim
Where rails of silver run.
Stone walls might bind his farm but not the dream
His heart could not deny –
Yey there were subtler bonds to hold him fast
As the many years went by.
And still he stands on his hard won ground
To hear the trains go by.
His eyes too dim to see the hills that trapped
A dream that will not die.

HER
To the west she looks with eyes that cannot see
The splendor of the sun,
They are too tired looking all the day
At tasks that must be done.
So flaming skies and starlight call in vain
To memories long dead –
She wipes the frying pan, blows out the lamp
And stumbles up to bed.

1) 2019 WA KofC State Convention:
This year I received a personal phone call from WA KofC Executive Director John
Walker asking if I was going to bring a bike for the 2019 convention….I was truly
honored and said yes. After an inspection of the bike from the City of Everett fire
department we set the bike up in the lobby of the Hilton Motel. As last year in Pasco the
bike and KonB information booth got tons of visitors….and we signed up four new
members. Today I received a personal welcome for our new brothers from KonB
Founder Raymond Median, National President Bob “Ace” Bagley and West Coast KonB
VP Art Garza…..I am proud to patch in Brothers: Daniel Amaya dioceses of Yakima
Kennewick, Paul Hess our first member from Spokane Dioceses, Tony Saha, and
Anthony Farrell Seattle Dioceses. Welcome Brothers God Bless….
2) Montana KonB:
Also please 2welcome Brother Gary Kolste Dioceses of Billings Mt. the first KonB in
Montana and “President of state”. Pres. Gary has family in the Dioceses of Yakima
and will be on our mailing list keeping all North West KonB up to date and informed.
3) Washington Knights on Bike web site:
Thanks to Past WA KonB president Brother Mike “ SLIDER” Rutland we now have a
standalone web site. https://knightsonbikeswa.wixsite.com/konbwa this site in
connection with our state KofC family page gives us tremendous social media coverage
with endless options for evolving WA KonB in the future. KUDOS again Brother
“Slider” you rock bro.
4) WA KonB patches:
Brother “Slider” has now put together a complete vest patch package including the 4’’
and 12’’ KofC patches as a complete one stop shop patch package. We are also working
on call name patches….”Blanco”, “Slider”, Wild Bill, etc. and the Bike Blessing
patches…NW, NE, SE, SW Washington……with year date patches supporting our state
wide Bike Blessing program….and soon Lady KonB patches for the ladies.
5) WA KonB “Raffle Bike” Project:
At the 2019 State convention KonB attending officers, PPOS Mike Rutland, POS Bruce
Hines, POD Seattle Bill Smith , and membership director Wild Bill Smith voted to move
forward from the feasibility study stage…. to the design stage of raffling the “Sweet
Charity” Father McGivney tribute bike. Much more to come on that project.

(MY MEMORY)
Little boy blue, come blow your horn.
The sheep's in the meadow, the cows in the corn.
Can’t remember the rest of this the first poem that I ever memorized, maybe it will
come to me latter or then again maybe not. This is the way my memory sometimes
treats me; nothing that she brings to me is rarely complete, (I refer to my memory as a
female because they puzzle me also.) She is unreliable and often unfaithful to me, if she
was a clock she could be called broken. For example I remember "swimming" in a huge
mud puddle, when I was just a little boy on Grandma's farm, but I have no memory of
getting out again; now if memory were all we had to trust, I should be compelled to
believe I was still sitting there in a big mud puddle in my grandma's drive way.

I

We begin a new life every second, we must move forward and happily meet it face to
face, belly to belly. We can do nothing better than to press on whether we want to or not;
we will do best with our eyes before us rather than consistently looking behind us.
There is no re-walking the path of our life. The fragile bridge of life, on which we walk,
sinks back into eternity with every step we take. Our physical past is gone from us; it
belongs to us no more. Not a single word can ever be unspoken; not a single path
re-walked. Therefore it falls to us, as true knights to move forward bravely into our future
to meet our challenges head on and not burden ourselves with any failures from the past.
WAIT; pardon me but I just remembered another old poem from my school days.
It's raining, it's pouring,
The old man's is snoring.
He got into bed
And bumped his head
And couldn't get up in the morning
This little triumph of memory seems like an RIP of sadness from another time &
place, a boyish attempt at coping with a loss. Yet it is the brightness, not the
darkness, we enjoy the most when we look back. My memory can make the sun
shine or when she's in a mood she can bring on the fog.
Church is more than a habit or a memory, it's a must;
I remember going to church when I was very young, don't remember the first time, but I
was there every Sunday, Dad said God wanted me there and just as important was the
fact that Dad wanted me there. Today it is just as important, maybe more important, I can
"feel" Dad and God watching me. I don't want to mess with God, and there is no way in
h........ I'm messing with the old man! (Then there was Mom, she would be real unhappy
if Dad or I missed church, when Mom was unhappy the sun would hide behind the
clouds)........SEE YOU IN CHURCH!

"They say Time Heals all... But it seems as
I get older...The more I miss...
The ones I loved and Lost.

“THE DEVIL WHISPERED IN MY EAR:
“YOU’RE NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO
WITHSTAND THE STORM.” TODAY
I WHISPERED IN THE DEVIL’S EAR:

“I AM THE STORM.”

NEVER GIVE UP ON SOMETHING
THAT YOU CAN’T GO A DAY
WITHOUT THINKING ABOUT.

A GOOD EXAMPLE WILL NEVER BE
FORGOTTEN, AND HAS TWICE THE
VALUE OF GOOD ADVICE.

Worthy State Officers, District Masters, District Deputies,
Conferring Officers, PFCs, Wardens, and Formation Degree
Staff Coordinators.
We are down to the last Knighthood Degree for the FY 20182019, which is a combined Formation and Knighthood Degree
planned to be held in E. Wenatchee on Saturday, June 15th.
Please find attached a pdf and excel file of the final proposed
schedule for FY 2019-2020 that I have given to State DeputyElect Pat Kelley that he will forwarding to Supreme in June.
I ask you all to have a look at it and give me your feedback,
especially for any changes you'd like to propose for the first six
months of the schedule. I anticipate that we will need to make
changes and would like to get those changes made as soon as
possible.
If you are an outgoing DD, please pass this message to your
successor.
The following degrees and degree team assignments are
tentatively scheduled through the first quarter (July through
September) of FY 2019 - 2020.
DATE

LOCATION

CO

PFC

DISTRICTS

7/20/2019*

Seattle

Roth

DeVos

1, 13 & 26

8/24/2019*

Seattle

Hogan

Kelley

1, 13, 15, 26 & 33

9/14/2019*
9/21/2019*

Bothell
Port Angeles/Sequim

Maloney

Roth
Ablao

13, 14, 16, 21 & 23
2, 24 & 28

9/21/2019*

Yakima

McDonnell

6, 7, 10, 17 & 29

9/28/2019*

Oak Harbor

Ablao

9, 19 & 31

9/28/2019*

Federal Way/Auburn

Devine

3, 12, 22 & 34

Devine
Hadley
Roth
Kelley

Worthy COs and PFC's, please let me know if I need to make
changes for your proposed assignments.
All DDs, who are listed as the Host DD in red for these
scheduled degrees, should begin to arrange for a facility and
post the planned degree information as soon as possible on
the state web-page per Knighthood Degree guidelines for DDs
(http://www.kofcwa.org/Ceremonials/Third/DD%20Third%20Degree%2
0Guidelines.pdf. It is imperative that the degree information be

posted on the state web-page and personally provided to all
Co-Host DDs by the Host DD.
If another DD is your area has volunteered to be the HDD
and/or you'd like to propose a new date for the degree you are
hosting, please let me know as soon as possible.
Yours in Christ
Marcel
Marcel P. Bergeron, PGK, FDD, PFN
Ceremonial Director
Washington State Council
2326 Copperleaf St.
Richland, WA 99354
Cell: (509) 554-4924
CEREMONIALS@kofc-wa.org
Alt. email: marce.bergeron@gmail.com

Worthy State Officers,
District Masters, District Deputies, Conferring Officers, PFCs,
Wardens, and Formation Degree Staff Coordinators.
Please be advised that I just received confirmation from our StateDeputy Elect Pat Kelley that we WILL NOT be holding a StateWide Ceremonial Meeting in August as we have done in the recent
years.
WSD Pat and I are discussing alternative means of disseminating the
information normally presented at the ceremonial meeting at the
Summer Leadership and other Regional meetings that the State
Officers are planning for the coming fraternal year.
Please send me a note or give me a call if you have questions.
Yours in Christ
Marcel
Marcel P. Bergeron, PGK, FDD, PFN
Ceremonial Director
Washington State Council
2326 Copperleaf St.
Richland, WA 99354
Cell: (509) 554-4924
CEREMONIALS@kofc-wa.org
Alt. email: marce.bergeron@gmail.com

Color Guard for Special Olympics opening ceremonies.

More than 1,800 athletes with intellectual disabilities from across Washington are
competing in the #Spring Games, and they couldn't do it without the help of sponsors
like the Knights of Columbus. Thank you for your generous support‼

Serving hot dogs at the
Walk for Life
Five knights did the annual job serving hot dogs
at the Walk and Run for Life, held at Abundant
Life Church on June 1. It’s a big operation,
preparing and putting out hot dogs for hundreds
of walkers and runners at the annual fundraiser
for the Whatcom County Pregnancy Clinic.
The workers were GK-Elect Preston Knutson
and Brothers Hoa Do, Gary Metcalf, Pete
Adams, and Gordy Wilson, plus Gordy’s friend
Moose. Standing behind them is Sherrie Turner,
director of the Whatcom County Pregnancy
Clinic.

WE WELCOME A NEW BROTHER KNIGHT

Brother Clint Richmond poses (seated) with other knights after his first degree
Exemplification. Others, l-r, are Joe St.Hilaire, Larry Kerstiens, Seth Bobbink,
Don Baldwin, Gordy Wilson, Tom Jessup, Rik Dalvit, Gary Metcalf,
Bob Grasher, and Jim Eastwood.

NEW KNIGHT FOR OUR COUNCIL:
BROTHER CLINT RICHMOND
Bellingham Council added a new member at an Admission degree May 28.
He is Brother Clint Richmond. A member, with his wife Michelle and
three children, of Church of the Assumption Parish, Brother Clint lives in
Everson but works as a vocational counselor in Bellingham.
Brother Clint’s proposer is Brother Russ Tagliareni.
We bid Brother Clint a hearty welcome into the Knights of Columbus.

Brother Preston Knutson takes on Grand Knight
Brother Preston Knutson has been elected Grand Knight of
Bellingham Council for the upcoming fraternal year, 2019-20. His
election and that of the other officers were made at the May 14
meeting.
GK-Elect Preston has served as the council’s deputy grand knight the
past two years as such, he has been involved in the council’s activities
and has served as an advisor to Grand Knight Matt Williams, whom
he succeeds. A member of Sacred Heart Parish, he and his wife
Bridget has three children. He is self-employed as a general
contractor. He has been a knight since 2004 and he entered the fourth
degree in 2016.
Also elected were Brothers Jack King as deputy grand knight, Gordy
Wilson for chancellor, Don Baldwin for advocate, Charlie Whelan
for recorder, Eric Wenzel for treasurer, Seth Bobbink for warden,
Andrew Krzysiek for inside guard, Jeff Finkbonner for outside
guard, Matt Williams for three-year trustee, and Tom Jessup for
two-year trustee. (Ben Roberts rises from two-year to three-year
trustee.) We wish these new officers well as they assume their
positions & begin their duties starting July 1.

Left: Fourth degree knights who participated in the parade were Sir Knights Preston Knutson, Bob
Grasher, Rob Murphy, Rik Dalvit, Jeff Finkbonner, Tom Jessup, Harvey Unruh (Ferndale Council),
John Lee (Sedro Woolley Council). Right: Marines marching in the parade.

Bellingham Council members, working at the hot dog booth and beer garden in front of
Assumption on Cornwall Avenue May 25, served dozens of hungry and thirsty people
watching the annual Memorial Day Parade. Even though it rained on the parade, there
were lots of customers (some asking for coffee due to the rain), and a profit was realized.
Brother Ben Roberts was in charge of the whole operation, and workers included
Brothers Chris DePalma, Mike Harbick, Jack King, Jeff Finkbonner, Seth Bobbink,
Tom Jessup, Don Baldwin, Gordy Wilson (and friend Moose), Charlie Whelan, and
John Shuhler. GK Matt Williams and DGK Preston Knutson helped Brother Ben
with set up on Friday. Brother Bob pulled the BBQ back home the following week

Supreme Knight Carl Anderson's Statement:
The Knights of Columbus applauds the action taken today
by the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS)
to end research by the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
using fetal tissue obtained from elective abortions. Over
the past several years, NIH has spent millions of taxpayer
dollars pursuing this unethical research and today’s
announcement is an important step ensuring that public
funding is not used to support a practice that depends on
the destruction of innocent human life. We thank the
Department for this important action and encourage HHS
to ensure that all grants maintain a respect for human life.

NEW
CATHOLIC
CHAPLAINS
POSE
FOR
PHOTO
IN
1918
group of newly-minted Catholic chaplains posed for a July 31, 1918, photo at Camp
Zachary Taylor in Louisville, KY. The chaplains helped meet the spiritual needs of
US military service members during World War I.

All of our lives we have grown up being afraid of something(s). We have
even been afraid of the unknown, the unseen, and the unfamiliar.
Why is that? Is it really logical to fear something we know nothing
about? We even fear some things that are said to be good for us and that
promise total happiness.
Throughout the Holy Bible, our Lord says to his followers, countless
times, ‘fear not’, ‘fear not’, fear not’. Why does He say that over and over
again? I believe He says that because, if we are walking with Him, if we
TRUST Him, He will protect us from all harm.
With Him, we can step into the unknown, the uncontrollable situations,
the unfamiliar ground, and rest-assured that no harm will befall us.
Even when we doubt, we can call upon Him and He will guide and direct
us.

He has said it and I believe it, and that is good enough for me and
you, and you, and you. “Fear not for I am with you always”.
There is only one condition to the lifting of fear from us…
WE MUST BELIEVE HIM.
Do it and then step out in faith, fearlessly.
PTL,
Manny Aguilar

Our council has recently donated $500 to the Boys & Girls Club of
Prosser, and $300 to the Prosser High School Tennis Team. Thanks
to all the Knights and parishioners who've been supporting these
worthwhile efforts! (Pictured below is Brother Pete Felicijan and his
son, Peter) — With Pete Felicijan.

Greetings Brothers - WA KonB Brothers,
CVI Brother “Hablo” ….KonB Dioceses of Yakima has asked for event and motel information for
Hogs and Dogs – Cool Desert Nights. Attached is that info….
One note….Hogs and Dogs starts Thursday the 20th in the afternoon kicking off the weekend. Friday
is the 6th annual Salute to the Scoots fallen rider fundraiser, Saturday is the Cool Desert Nights
Bike/Car Show And Shine.
Please reach out to me for any additional information.
Washington State Director/POS Knights on Bikes
Bruce Hines
“BLANCO”
509-727-8251
rodlink@charter.net "IN GOD WE TRUST, AND RIDE"

SEE YOU NEXT MONTH!

